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"OB the Great and. Good man. of the Eaſt, 


did by. Inſpiration. of the Holy Ghoſt,Lay 
| it down for aa undenyable Truth ; Chap. 
2 14. 1.' Man that is birn rd a woman, is of 
A - fab fall of Trouble. s allo the ſame 
; Holy Ghoſt, doth throughout the . Holy Scrip 

- tures, Compare the Lite of Man, to things that 
- are of Swift motion, and of Short continuance;And 
=-E may. well from my . own Experjence, De- 
F Clare as Facob did, Gen. 47. 9. --- Few and E- 
| Vil, have the dayes of the Years, of my life been ; If 
 Teſpe& of thoſe many Afictive Changes, which 
have gone over my head; by which I have 
* been Fengerey: from Veſſel to. Veſſel. May all the 

 Tanons' Etpenſarions; of -Dsvizie Providence to- | 
| wards me, both in- Aercies and Afilittions, he 
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-To the Reader. 


that God with whom there is no Variablewefs,2 
Shaddow of turning. That my Soul, with alla 
Faculcies, and Afﬀecions, may be fully and frwe- 
ly .Centred upon Him, as the Strength of my 
|. heart, and my Portion for ever. Bcing now there- 
' fore, Arrived unto the middlz Years of a Man; 
| 1 cantiot but with Shame and Grief, look-back ; 
conſidering how little I have done tor the Ser- 
| wice and Glory of God, in my Day and. Gene- | 
ration ; and Sclemnly Pondering,the Declining of 
my Sun ; the Lengthning of my Shaddows; and 
Shortning of my Dayes ; and hence being al.ur 
, red, that my Laſt t+es are baitening upon me : 
7 I am through grace Convinced, how much, it 
35 both my Duty and Intereſt, To lay out, the 
utmolt. of my remaining Time, Strength, and. Al, 
| that I have and am, to Glorily Gcd, and. do 
good unto the Souls of Men ; according to the 
Meaſure of the Gift of Chriſt, and rhe. Talwt 
with which I am berruſted, by my Severaryn » 
.Lord and Maſter ; Deſiring by Livine Aſie. | 
ance to Live much to God, and to Be. and Do' * 
as much as I can for Him, in a Little Time. 
On this account ir is my Conltant Care, . ayd 
Continual Exdeawour, to 1equeſter my 1elt, from 
Worldly buſineks, and to diſcharge my mind as 
mach as I can pothbly,from the Cares and Cum> _ * 
Sers thereof ; that 1 may according to my Dus 
#5 Exabrace all Regular Opporturicics, ro. dis 
1/887 es _ * penle 
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' To the Reader. 
 Penſe the Word, both Publictly and Privately 
© not knowing which ſhall Proſper, either this or 
* bat. Accordingly, the Enſuing Diſcourſe, was 
Prepared and Delivered, at the Requeſt of a 
Godly Houſe keeper in this Place; who toge- | 
'ther with his Wife, and Onely Child, had al 
ar the ſame time, but a few dayes before, 
given up themſelves to the LORD, by Covenant 
to walk in full Communion, with a Church of 
'- Chriſt here, as Heirs of the Grace of Life : Who 
"being admitted, to a Participation of all Goſpel 
Ora;mances, thought it their Concernment, to 
{Jive in the Practice of all Goſpel Duties ;' and 
Particularly to ſeek: direction, about the Impor- 
rant Duties of Family Government : whereby they 
"might 'walk Worthy of the Lord to all Pleaſong. 
The Mafter of the Family therefore, propound- 
ed this F-fb.24. 15: As a Text in the Explication 
| * and Application whereof ; they Expected, through 
© Divine Affiftance, ftirabls Countels and Di- 
F Ted&tions, in that great Afﬀair. 1 muſt indeed 
 "hambly acknowledge, that fo many Failings and - 
{ © Infimicies, did then and do ſtill appear, 1n the 
|. Compoſure thereof, as might juſtly Condemz jc 
- to witer Obſcurity. Eſpecially being. fo. much 
 'Inferiour, to what hath been already Pablithed, 
 _ by Learned and Judicious men, on that Subject; 
> fome of which have handled this Text. But 
ſecing that Variety is Delightſome ; and-- finding : 
| YR ULOG 


L- y ; "== 
| : 43 þ 1 
WJ }. ie * l ” «6 « 
4 Es, 4 
- v bh. 4% 


FI. 


| 
. bl " S.+a*®,1 x" 
Ty . 4. pd oo o 
Wy OT + 


EIT5 wy | V -4 £ ”- . : 
" | : . an ” ; | W 4 gd 
© E ; $4 » | « & uy & F; 


tipoh Sheraton, that chere are ſcarce ay "4 
Duties, which Chriſtians ſtand in more need te : 
be Excited unto, than thoſe which concern F&. 
ily Religion : And Books treating on that Sub- » 
| 4 not being eaſily obtained by every Houſe-' 5 
holder : There tore although 'E Rus * not to” | 
| fpeak- or wiite New things, but only Old 4 
Truths after a New, or at leaſt Anotber mann 
and mierthod ; Yer GOD having been pl 
ed, of His free Grace, to make «this Ditourks | 
Acceptable, and Profitable, to ſonie of that Fami* 
ly-Mecting which then heard it ;. and Ince | 
to. many others, in a more Publick Ailembly 
I do Adventure at the Requeſt of ſeveral Per 2 
{ons, to make it Publick, in the _ "Mp and 
Familiar Style, that I can - 
ing according to my Poor Ability,with Ter ns 3 
eo IMufftrate ; and Fervericy to PIR and Incuk - 
cate ; the Neceſſit y,and Excellency,of theſe Duries ; 4 
and the Pernicious Conſequences of their being. © 
Negle&ted : Prepounding ſuch” Directions, 
Prefling ſuch Motives, as are grounded on Serip- » 
titre, and Confirmed by my own Obſervation | 
and Experience : ſome whereof are but baelly* * 
hinted, 35 being at firſt view, Obvious to eve: I 
Chriſtian, who makes i his buſineſs, to Live ; 
to his Profeſſion ; and to oblerve and bew _ ; 
his Short Tomibgs in-theſe things: 


E 
'Fj 
n , * - = \ 
N = = : : 
Q . 
. Y - - "4 
- *, - 
= - 6 " " . 
F 
4 } , 
- : -xH 
; Re , q 
_— F-008. | 7 - - 4 þ 
” : —_ 


mw 


13. 


Finally, May the Blefling of That God,whom 
] defire to Serve with my whele heart, and 
whole Family ; Accompany it, to the Hearts 
and” Souls, of all that ſhall peruſe it : That it 
may promote Religion in Families, by ſtirring 
up all Fathers and Maſters ; to uſe thetr* utmoſt 
Endeavours, to Advance the Spiritual and Erer- 
wal Happineſs ; as well as Temporal Welfare, and 
Advantage,ot their Children, Servants, and others 
under their Charge, To the Glory of God ; 
the good Example of others ; and the unſpeak- 
able Comfort, of themſelves and theirs in the 
 Þ Day of Accpunt :; Is the Earneſt Defire,«and 
* hearty Prayer of, gediur: PP 


Unrs to bis utmoſt, m all 


# es and Means, by 
bi he hich he may promote 
/ ,/ the Service of God, 


" 828 and Salvation 
| #1 of Men ; 
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1C h JICICL: 
1d 
Joſhua, 24. 15: 
14 
by POO But as ON ME. PE | "My HOUSE 
” 2we will Serve the LOR D: 
. HE Great and Glorious" C 
Creator and Former of alt rhinvs;s 
” | In whom rhe whole Fain, + bt - 
' and Earth is ? Named: ; 'y 
@Q fits Wiſdonr; fo Ordered ED 


Hs Creatures, as may moſt Re rar, | 
miicntly,s* cond to as Flis” Owre & iry 
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- Jureiand fhlfl His Commands : So. He hath gi- 
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= Name, becauſe the Principal matters handled ; 
1 
1 


The Duty .& Property 
nd therefqre hath diſtributed, .the | 
-Communities, Societies, and Relations, of the 
Children - of men ( as. to . the Government of | 
then ) In' ſich” a manner as may _ be every 
way congucihle, to; har Supream and Ult- 
mate end of Hts. Hence then tit 1s,that as the 
Heavens are the Habitation of His 'Throne,and 


ſeveral 


* _ .the Place where He is attended, with Innume- 


rabk-Companies of Angeb, which do- His plea- 


the Children of men. Expect- 
one, in ther 
21S. « J QNS.QNGS. 2pacities, | 
| g of Fins, anengerely Engao- | 
7g themſelves thereunto ; teltffy their ABſo- 
lure dependance oe» Him ; Truſt #» Him ; and 
Reſignation of therelves, and thew ALL unto 
Him.z according * to the Example of this Re- 
anowned Patriot, in -the words now betore us ; 
But as fon me and my Houſe we will &c. 
This Rook of which our Text is part, Def: 
cribeth the Entrance of the Childen of Lirae], 
5 "ART Sat 
anto the Promiſed Land; It is intitukd the 
, of, Foſhua ( as ſome think} becauſe he was 
the : Penman. of it, Others judge it bears his 
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thercin, aie, the. Acts of foſhua, The Succel- 
Jour: of Aofes:; The Leader of n- Peomes 
;And Chiet. Captain of Ifract ; under w ole 
Conduct, they Conquered the land, Divided it, 


4 


op and 


an of Complacency in, and Peace wich God : 


of' a Religious: Houfholder, , 37 
and took poſſeffion of'it ; The: Scope of this 
Book then, is partcularly, to diſplay . and Al- 
luſtrate, Gods Exact Faichfulneſs, in tulfiling all 
that he had Promiſed to his People ; | As: 40. 
their Deliverance out of Epypr, Entrance anto, * 
and Reſidence 2», the Land of Canaan '; :atter- * 
their Toilſome, Troubleſome,and TediousMarch, 
through the Wilderneſs, and Conflict with .ma- | 
ny Enemies, -and Oppoſitions : All which is * 
lurely, A repreſentation of the Deliverance >of 3 
Sinners, from the bondage of Snyi their being *? 
outed of all felf Sutficiency, and Excellency $a + 
their Wilderneſs ſtate, of Spicttual Liftrels ; Ant 
their entrance zo, arid reſidence ,'/ the Cana- % 


All this being under the Powertul-Conduct, of : 
the Bletled *Jrfngs, of whom ' this' Foſhma, 
was in theſe things a lively Tipe © and Figure ; 
As he was alio in his Name, whiz:h 1s De- 
rived from the ' ſame Hebrew word 
( 7ASHANG ) which ſfhgnities to fave or make 
faie, and 13 1o interpreted Reſpecting the >a- 
viour of the World ; Matth. 1.21. 
This Twenty-tourth Chapter Contains, the 
Declaration of choſv things, which Feſhua teſit- 
fyed, 11 _a. way of Hz:ſtorical Rectaticn, and 
in a way of V-hement Echcrtation, to the Veoplz 
1mmeciately betore his Death. © 
Paitizulaily, In ic we have ( Firſt ) Foſhua*s 
Oration Or. Sermon, w- which he Commemo- 
B 2 rates, 


F4 The. Duty: | &- Property. - 
rates, the many: Mercies they had been parta- 
-kers. of, in their coming forth out of Eg ypr, and 
finge that unto this day. And this he in- 
Proves, 'as 3 Cogent Argument, that they 
lhould: 2vholly, and Owls give up themſelves 
irq-.the Service of . the Tore, with all. truth and 
Aincerity of heart. - "This from the 1/*. to the 
"6. Verſe. 

Secondly; We Lows account, of the Re- 
"Sn of nn betwixe God and. the Peo- 
ple, ar -4:ngw Obligation of the People, to the 
- Obedience, of the Law .; jn a Solemn manner, 
! Perſe. 16.' to the 29. 


E- Fo ma and: Eleazar the High Prictt ; Ver. 2 
- x0 the end\'of the Chapter and of the Pook. 
In this: 15.4. we mav note Priefly, 

+ Fi wplicitely Propounded, A ſeeming Per- 
miſup 0. them, upon Suppoſticy of an Evil 
{ Inclination jn. them, to depart from the Lord, 
eo Idolatry. and Superſtition, And if it ſeem 
Evil unto you, to ſerve the Lord, Couſe yeu this day 
WHh0522 ye WW F114 ſerve ec. Yet in this manner 
ot ipe -AKING, hos 15 Daplicitely contained, a 


tier rurning afide, from following the Lord, 
' to the wapthip and ſervice of falls Gcds: He 
defires them to be Plain, Clear, and above- 
board, whom they would Chute to ferve, and 
worſhip, whether the God who had done fuch 
grcat 


birdly,.:We have account of the Death of 


- Jerious warning ane folemn Dehortation, againſt | 


of a Keligions YHoutholder. s 1 


oreat things for them, or other Gods on this 


fide, or on the other ſide of the flood, whether 


the Gods which your Fathers ſerved ec. 

2. We have his Perſonal, and Pious Reſolution, 
Fxhibited to them, for their Example, and as a 
Teſtimony of his own Uprightneſs. ---- But as for 
me and my houſe we will [er ve the Lerd. Here 
then we may Note. ( 1. ) The Perſon Engaging 


| and that js Jiſhna for himfelt and thoſe unde 


his ſpecial Charge, he doth engage for them an, 
with them ; As for MPC and, my houſe ec. (2.) It 
Duty He Engao geth unto the performance G 
and that is to "Serve the Lord: ( 3. ) We hay 
here A free and voluntary, and yet firme any 
ſtedfaſt Reſolution, with tull Conſent ot thy 
Fill engaged for performance thereot ? We Wi, 
ſerve the Lord. In a word, It 1 an Explicit, 
Declaration, of an ard, Fious, Reſolution 
Now Scripture Examples, are tor -our. Ir 
{trution, and the pracice of this Eminer 
Perſon, thus Preſented wnto ws, ought to | 
imitated by Te, and layes Obligation upon T 
to do according thereunto. 


— 4 y. © 


S0 that che DOCTRINE 3;, 


That it is the ſpectal Duty and Peculiar Pre- 
perty, o* all Religicus Hovſh:lders, to bind 
themj{el ves and all” under their Chan ve ; 'by 
a Fir m, Solenm, and Explicite Kej:1 [uri Fant? 
ſerve the Le 7 4n 
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In Opening this Doctrine we may Inquire, 
( 1. ) How .ic Appears, that Foſhua ſpeaks this 
as an Houſholdey or Mafter of a Family, 
( 2..) What we are to Underſtand here by 
 Servmg the Lord. ( 34.) What Influence a 
 Solemn and Explicite Reſolution hath,” upon the 
'Vigorous Excerciſe of Religion in a Family, 
(4) Why it is the Dwty and Property of 
Religions Houſholder thus to Refolve and 


Fractice. And fo we may Proceed to the 
Application. 
Queſt. x. How doth it Appear, that Joſhua 


ſpeaks this as an Houſmlder or Maſter of a 
Family 

For Anſwer. The Hebrew word ( BETH ) 
here rendred- Hoyſe, is ſometimes taken liter- 
ally and properly, for a dwelling Houſe or 


material building, in which Perſons do dwell | 


and inhabic ; fo it is uſed, Gen. 19. 4---They 
beſet the Houſe round, (1. e.) the dwelling- 
place of Lo, and his Family... This. Houſe 
cannet ferve the Lord. But befides ti 13  Pro- 
fer, the word Huvſe hath many Figurative ac- 


ceptations in Scripture, I ſhall mencton oncly | 


ſuch as tend to cl-ar up the matter now be- 
fore us ; Som?times then, it 15 a Comprehentive 
Term incl.ding a hole People, Nation, or 
Kingd>m ; Thus the Peopls of Iſrael, are 


callzd 


time! 
Part! 
Race 
Thu 
Houf 
But 
It 15 
Fam 
ſeve 
latic 


'Thi 


m#mt0 


called - The Houſe of Iſrael, Ezek. 3. 1,4,7. A 
Rebellious Houſe ; Chap. 2. 5. 

Again, Sometimes it is put for a particular 
Tribe, Thus the Tribe of Benjamin 1s called, 
The whole Houſe of Benjamin, 2 Sam-.34.19. Some- 
times it is taken yet more ftritly, for a 
Particular Stock or Linage, Thoſe of the fame 
Race, Deſcending from the ſame Anceſtors ; 
Thus it is ſaid 1 Sam. 25. 3.---He was of the 
Houſe of Caleb, ( 4. e.) of his ftock or hnage. 
But yet more dire&ly to our preſent purpoſe, 
It is put for all that dwell together in a 
Family, Collectively conſidered ; and for the 
ſeveral perſons there, ſuſtaining ſeveral Re- 
lations, of Superiours, Inferiors, and Equals ; 
Thus Gen. 7. 1. Come thou and all thy Houſe 
into the Ark &c. For the Salvation. of this 
Houſe, Noah is ſaid to be greatly concerned ; 
Heb. 11. 7. Here in ſpecial a mans Children 
and natural Poſterity are his Houſe ; P/al. 49. 
x I.----That their Houſes (hall continue for ever &e. 
( 4.e. ) that their Children and Poſterity, ſhall 
be multiplyed upon the Earth from time to 
time, and their Race and Linage not be cut 
off : Of this Houthold and Family, eyery 
Maſter hath a Particular care, and: Charge, 
committed unto him by the Bleſſed God, the 
negle&t whereof is a great 51n- and Shame ; as 
we read 1 Tim. 5.8. Such a negle&ter bath 
aenzed the Fairh and is worſe than an Hef: 
| w 
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Now Toſhua was the Chief Captain, Leader, 
and Ruler of the whok Nation or Houſe 
of Iſrael as he was the ſacceſlour of Moſes ; 
Hence he had incluſively the Charge of e- 
very Particlar Tribe,efpectally his own Tribe ; 
There ( more ftrily ) he had peculiar re- 
gard to his proper Race and Linage, thoſe of 
hrs Kindred on whom he had influence by Re- 
lation, as well as Ofhce ; And in thort his own 
Houſhold and Fainity, were to be the imme- 
diate objects, of his daily care and Govern- 
ment ; He therefore in our "Fext gives us his 
Reſolution to Serve and Honour God, in and 
with h13 Family ; by his holy Dictates and 
Examples : Dechring though other "Tribes, 
Families, and Houſholds, ſhould torſake the 
Lord ; Yet He and his Family would ſerve 
Him, with all their heart. 


Queſt. 2. What are we to Underſtand Ly 
Serving the Lord & | 


For Ardwer. The Hebrezy word ( GN- 
BHAD ) here uſ2d, is very Comprehentive, 
and 1s variouſly interpreted ; being pur for 
the Service of God, of Man, and of the Earth ; 
That which we are concerned abour, is the 
Service of the LORD : Herice more generally, 
& s oftentimes put for all Religion { Dear. 6. 
x3. Thout ſhalt Fear the Lord thy God and Serve 


Him 


.-h6 word ( Sere 


To Worthip Him. 


-we devote our ſelves to Obey ; both int Goirigf 
\Flis will, and Sufferirigs His Pleaſure 5. "Thais 
'the | Apolth Explaines Sewvice 
' Ro#4.6.x6. His Servants ye are to ivhoniye Obey &fc: 


of a Neligidus Vouſholder. 6 


' Him onely. Thus it Comprehends in it; all 


kind of Religions Duties, which are to be 
attended, in a wel} Ordered and Holy Conver- 
{ation, here in the world. For this Serving the 
Lord,ts enjoyned with Fearing of Him ; x Sam: 
T2. 24. Onely Fear the Lord and Serve Hinj &#t: 


 Feartng the Lord implies a Gracious Princlpler 


in the Soul; ſerving of Hin denotes the Exerciſe 
of Grace manitelted by a Cheerfull arid Diligent 
attending unto all Duties which are to be. . 
perforifie> 5 But of thoſe many acptitions of 
)-in Scripture, - there are 
principally Three which do afford us Light; es 
the underſtanding the matter now before 
fix; ( f.) Tt is put for Worſhip - ard f© fead 
by the Apoſtle, Hebr.12. 28. --- To Serve Him 
acceptably, 2with reverence and Godly fear. ( 1. e.Y 
( 2.) It is put for Subjettort 
to his Soveraignty ; Plal. 2.11. Serve the Lord 
with fear e#c. The words following. clear it; 
ro imply Subje&tifon.' Verſe. 15. Kifs the $0, 
leaſt he be Angry, and yee periſh in the ay 
That &, with a Kiſs of Subjettioy to his Authori- 
ly; C3.) Iris put for Obedience; to his will 
arid Corfimiand ; fo the "Three Childreh, Daz. 


3-17. The Goa whom we Serve (1.e.) whom 


by Obediehtty 
CG __ The 
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Theſs things are implyed ih Serving the Lord; 


As therefore ,the Expreflion : referres to the | ® 
Conſtant, and Confcientious performance, of | © 
all: Religious, Family Duties :' I: raferve the | © 
handling ,, of; them, to the Application as pro- ; 
perly. belonging to Practical Godlyneſs. And 
Proceed te.the. "Third thing, to be: inquired - 
4ato, ' for ; Opening the+ Dodrine.Þ. c 
8-3 vi e.-1 | V 
Sits LOL IT NL 29 G 
Queſt; 3. #Þat inf iuence an :. Explicite Refſa- < 
tation,” hath por the Vigorcus Excerciſe i of Religion , 
an miKamiy 7 Is ore ita Fari : 
| ſ; This will .be. ckared UP: in Conſidering : 
thus. things.. if acl | 
Fielt; »An Exp licite Reſolution denotes 2 


Pattiioaler, Ghoice Of, and Determination of the 
mind Abont, the thing concerning which the Re- 
J1olution 25 *-2ade. Man is - a cauſe- by! Coun- 
1c}, of his own Ads: ; He is a Rational A- 
gent;: and;; while he:s debating in his own 
mind, Gomparing one thing- with | another, 
and Endeavouring - fo «fatisty - his-Underſtand- 
:ing,,which-is. molt Eligible, and Adyantagious ; 
Is of that, : His. mind hangs in-luſpenſe, and 
& like the,. bee: of. the: bailaxces -on.'\an evas 
P4438... Bur] when Judgment 'piteheth; on one 
"thing as: an Qbjet,mauch-40-be. preftereced-te the 
edn | other, 


rd ; 


the 


the 
r0- 


Ju 
KQ 2d 


- Hs dis 


w 


*” we  nnge 
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other, the Choice'is'made z the Seale 4 turn- 
ed; and a firm Refolution'purs rhe matter out -* 
of Doubr' ; ' and makes /appear 'to'' every one; 
the man' accounts That, the'- moſt Accepta-. 
le and Excellent ObjeR, uttorly contemning 
whatſgever ſtands atiy ' way 'in' -Gompetitiow 
therewith. - Thus Foſhan,” in our Text an 
Context, declareth his ' fixed 'Refotation, and 
unalterable fixation, by an acquieſcing of his 
Soul} on God; arid! devoting himſelf to His 
Service; as 'the- moſt ſuitable and: adequate 
Ob 2& of Choice ; refetting and contemning 
all other Gods ; --- ' Chuſe you this 'day' whom you 
will Serve----Pur As for me and my Houſe 2v8 
will Serve the Lord ; Now the © firmneſs of 
this Refolation, 15 rounded on the Eninen- 
cy of the Properti2s .of this Aa'of Choo 
ing. (4.) It-t a Free A& being the very 
Ehcice A& of the will; hence where there 1s 
not an abſoluce freedom of will 4n the fſub- 

je&t chuſing, there cannor be a choize made, 
of This ' more than of another ' obje&t. (2: ) 
Ic 5 a Deliverate A& ; When by judgmen 

33 called' in, to caſt the Seale 'and- deter ovdh 
the mattzr ; Thus Foſhys here fignines, he 
had weighed the matter 4: the ballance of 
found judgment, and found that the Service 
of the LORD, out weighed all * other Service 
whatſoever. ( 2.) Its an AS that puts Reſpeth, 
Preference, and Prebeminence; pn the thing choſen ; 

C 2 above 
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phove all other things : $0: here in the Text, 
( 9. d.') Chuſe you 2hom you will; to Serve and 
W grſhip, whom you will value and Efteem, as 
the ſupreme Objeet, of Divine Honpur and | an 
Adoration ; for my part, I am fully fatisfied, | of }. 
there is none like unto the LORD the God 

of Heaven; Neither i tbere any other god to be , 
gompared with Him ;- a, 46. 5. its 


B Secondly, An Explicite Reſolution, lajes 4 
Perſon under ſpecial Awe of GOD, in the things 


tþ1 
gu 
Foncerning which the Reſolution is made. Theſe 11 
Reſolutzons are Covenant "Tranſactions with a1 
God, and Obligations of Soul ro Him. Now tt 
t tranſact with the Infinitely Holy GOD, in n 
a way . of Covenant, 3 a very Awtul thing ; { 
Yeg it cannot be done, without the greatelf { 
care imagivable, to comply with opt Engage- ( 
ments. - 'Jhus 7cſhus Endeavours to polieſ; 
the minds and Souls of the People, with the 
SoJemnyzty of their binding themſelves by Co- 
venant fo Serve the Lord ; and Him onely, 
as jn the 19. Verſe of this Chap. Ye capnet 
Serve the Lord your God, for Hg is an Hily Gid, 
He i; @ fealous Ged, He will nut forgive your Ini- 
guity and your Sin ec. (4e.) Ye Cannot, 
unleſs you are Reſolved in your minds, by the 
help of His Grace, to clcave cloſe to Him, 
with all ſincerity of heart, tor it you are deccit- 
jul 1n Adaking, or negligent in Keeping, yuur 

; CLUYCRnant 


of a Heligious Hoitſholder. 1; | 
Covenant with" "God ; ' He will Return and © 
do you Hurt, afier ' that” He hath done you Good ;; 
Verſe. 20. So Solemn- is the Obligation © 


an Explicite Reſolution, |'in this great Duty 
of Serving the: Lord. 


Thirdly. An Explicite Reſolution, will is 
#s own Nature, Ne thoſe Effetts, which . may 
prevent a Perſons negletting or delaying, | the 
things about which he is Reſolved. This Ars 
gument "oy pn uſed, ro his Daughter ; Fud. 
IT. 35.1 bawe opened my mouth to the Lord, 
and I cannat go back, He had notonely 
thought in his heart, but fpoken | with has 
mouth, and thereby Explicitely engaged him+ 
ſelf in the matter.; This made. David, take 
ſpecial care of performing his Vows ; Be- 
cauſe ;, His Lips had uttered them, and his 
Mouth had Fo when be 'was m aiſftreſs: 
P/al. 66, I 4. IT. 


Particularly ; theſe Effet are, 

T. Diligent Attending unto theſe means, 
may tend Giretly to promote, that 'unte 
wlich a. perſon is reſolved. Such a Refolu- 
fion 1s A Geral Obligaticn, under which all 
Particular Dutizs, are comprehended. 


2. Stedfaſk Withſtanding, and careful Amoid- 
ing, whatſoever might hinder our Complying with 


CG 3 our 
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our Reſolutidy. So foon -as any Perſon: comes 


vp. to, a firme. Reſolution, 'ina- matter .of ſuch» 


amportance, there are; many Enemies and 


them break and violate it. I ſhall mention 
three. - TREE It) : | | : | 


- Fic: - Satan; He Endeavours; all he-can 


to: divert: us From, or. interrupt us' In, our204 
bedicnce |; But: a reſolved\ Soul: Anſwers: the: 
FZemptation,, with -:+ Deteſtatiom,; Ger. 7hee © bebind: 
ge \ Satan, } am- Refolved:.to Serve the Lord; 
aid: will not: Divine Grace : Afhfting ) be 


on betrayed: by \ any af. thy. Power or Policy, 
£0\ the, \DervVIce fo any faltes God: whatſoever: 


* 


-:S&oondly. . Corruption: \ within ; Such 35 
the. Property. of 'that Corrupt Principle, that 
i5 in every. one by nature, that ſo foon as 
any Check is given to is motions and Ope- 
rations, immcdiarely it fwellz, ſtrives, and 
ſtruggles; appears in ics Colours, looks like 
ae:felf, and becomes Exceeding Sin'ul 5 Rom: 
7.8: Now Holy and Soleym Reſolutions, and 
Covenants, are as Dammes tov ftop the: Tide, 
and Obſtru& the Courſe of Sin ; An. when 
firm-ly, and Regularly made, they cannot reaGi- 
Iy be. over-born; no not by the Rapid torrent 
of Original Concupiicence:: Becauſe the La 

11I1- 


poſitions ſtep into the. way. to hinder their 
ompliance with it, and:af. Poflible to” make 


diverted; from' my itedfaſt Obedience to Him z 


Or, *Worldly things ; 


do not chooſe to ſerve the; Idord,. be 


of -a Heligions- Houtholde 


+ 


Himſelf will, Aﬀiſt unto- the fulfilling of ads 


Thirdly. 


Carnal and Senſual Objects ; 
are ready' to enſnare and 
intangle- us. The Horid 5, an Enemy to a 
Chriſtians Holine6, and thence Oppoſth all 
things, tending - thereunto. : So. that - ufle6--okr 
Reſolutions, be well fixed, the Whilperinigs ; 6f 
this buſineſs; and - Emergency of the other 
affair ; will Obſtrudt the'courſe. of our- 'Obe- 
dicncs. Worldly'-things, will -be as fo m 
Snarcs' and Traps,..to intangle us, unleſs. we 
can chaſe them away, with hike Holy Zeal as 
the Pfalmitt- did. his' wicked Enemies Pſal. 119. 
Ir. Depart from me ye Evil doers ; for 1 WHl 
keep the Commandments of my God. ( 4.7e. ) Þ wilt 
maintain my ftedfaſtnes of. holy - Reſolution, 
and not Jet go' my Incogrity, lo long as: &- 
ver /t. live. 


Fourthly and Laſtly. Explicite Reſolutions; 
have influence \uptm others, As. they \render: thoſe 
about us inexcuſeable, who do; not | take Exams 

ple by:them, and Endeayour to- Practice accor- 

- +5 aj This is implyed.jn this got your 

this day hem you will ſerve \t3cr (9.4) Butn Le 
ar 


L ſhall by my Practice Condemfi-yar ; and bear 
Teſtimony againſt you ; 'for I am come -to 


a PONG Fry! the Matter: L and my Houſe Fc. _ 
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Noah and his Family, where God was Served, 
and his Worſhip Celebrated, Condemmedsthe Old 
World, Heb. 11. 7. Thus Lot arid his Family, 
Condenmed Sodom, and Gomorrah ; 2 Petr. 3. 
' 6,7. Yea a Particular Godly Family, in the midit 
of avSinful, and Degenerous People, doth Con 
' dem their Neighbours ; for not Serving the 
Lord. And the Maſter of & Family, who is 
Conlcicntious iti his Dury 5 will Conders all un- 
der his Charge, if they do not joyn with him 
{1 ſerving the Lord, with full Purpoſe of 
heart, and Reſolution» of Soul. L 


The REASONS of the Dottrine are. 


REASON. I. Becaufe Our Service doth in 
all Reſpefs, and by (pecial Right belong unto God. 
He hath a Soveraign Right unto Us, and 
Ours, and all that We and They have and are : 
And that on theſe accounts. 


Firſt. He 5s our Creator by His Power. This 
we read ; Gen. r. 26,27. God Created man &c. 
C 5.e. ) the firſt man, and all mankind in him : 
Now he that made us; may by right of Sover- 
aingry, challeng al thar we Have, Are, and 
Can d «5 for his Service and Glory. He 
bath giverr es being; and in the making of vs, 
hath Power as the Pottet over the clay; (Jer. 
x8.,6.) and therefore, may juſtly Require ofr 
''7 utmoſt 


ved, 
uly, 
{dit 
the 
is 
un- 
1M 


utmoſt Service and Obedi:nce, by this jet! 


taiſcuouſly diſpenſed, ro Good and Bad { Jo 
My E- : 43: 


of a fieligiong Vouthsldir. t1 
gument, the Plalmilt moveth HimT1F - aritf 
others,, to Htiimble and Holy Adoration 3 
Pfal. 95. 6. ---- Let us Worſhip anl fall dn; 
an1 Rneel before the Lord Our Maker. .DO 
t!:is ®Accounc allo; He Preiſech the -rhiolt 
T:ium>hant and Elvared Prailzs, ro B2: Oifer- 
ed unto tne Lord ; Pſal 100.1, 2; 3; . Know 
that the Lord He is God, He hath made us and 
nt We cur ſelves &c. Now - Prajtri, and. 
Praiſes, are duties of Natural” Worſhip, whith 
Wwe owe unto God as our Creator, and are 
Conltinty to be attended, ina the Exerciſe 
of Relipion 1a Familics. 


Secondly. He 55 Qur Prefervet; by His 
Pr:vidence., As he did at firſt give us .onr 
Beings, ſ6 he fipholds ns In our beings : Oar 
Lives, Motions, and Actions, afs Eontinually 
Dependent upon His Influence ; - AQts. 17. 28. 
In Him we Live, and Move, and have our Being. 
Now this Providence is over. us, ir Two Ref 
peas. (1.) TI» Providing for us, all that 15 
Necelary ; to the maintaining both our Podys, 
and Souk in Life. . Hence ws .read, Thar Fh's 
hath Actording to dis Divine Power, giveh unto 


aus, all thing: which pertam to Life and G-dlyneſs , 


2 Per. 1. 3. Ir i from this Liberal Hahn 
I; 4. je r : - '$%D4 > ” F po - 1 
Divins Bounty; that common Favoars ;are P;o- 


D 


rg he »Outy+@ Property, 
6 453 Maketh His Sun to Riſe, on. the Fil 
tnd. on the Good, and ſendeth- Rain, 01 the Fuſt & 
6 the Unjuſf.. Thus; Jacob acknowledged, the 
Lord to: have been: his Feeder, all his Life long x 

en. 48,:15. ( 2 .) tb Protecting of us from 
Injurics. , We are every Day, every Nighs, yea 
every Hour,  expoled unto Various Dangers, 
and*Caſualties ; Wrongs and Injuries ; trom 
Which. the. Lord doth | Preſerve. and Del:ver us, 
He- chen,.that -13 our Defender, may: well chal- 
Wnge ; our Service at all times ; Now it is the 
Lords: Peculiar Property, to Defend us from 
41 LL Evil g To Preſerye our Goings out, and 0uy 
Comigs in From | hence forth. and for ever. Pal 
12I. 7.8. Hence without His Protection, we 
cannot be. fafe ;. Except the LORD Keep the 
C3ty, the Wa atchman aketh in wain. Pal. 127.7, 
Orr. this Account, the . People of God a Us 
themiclves. to. Him, under ſuch Netaphng 
and Titles, as denote the greatelt Security; 
Protection, and Defence ; Thus David, I Love 
Thee O:Lord , my Strepgth, "7 Reck --- Fortreſs, 
Peleweren;,c-- Puck eter, Horn of Salvation, and High 
Tower, Plal, TEX © FO» Suirable and 
Sutficient Þelence, at all Times and on all Oc- 
caſions ;. .Hereby then. are we ſtrongly oblidg- 
ed, .to 0G Fear, and. Serve Him. 


Bd th. "He as 0U7 Kiewarder ; and T ere- 


fore May. Clallenge Our 20 VICE, 'Thus He is 
5 » *"Pro- 
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Propounded, in the Goſpel as the Adzqunre 
Objet of our Faith ; Heb. 17.6: He that © 
| $a unto God muſt Believe that He is ; and that » 
ron He is a Rewarder of -all them that Diligently ſeok + 
yea Hi;a ; His Faithfulnels, 15 engaged b His Pro- 
ICTs, male 'to Reward thoſe that Se erVe Nimm. And. 
"OM Apoltle ' aifures ts, Heb. 6. 10.- © God 13 wer 


us, Unrichiens that He ſlruls Forget -our- Work ' and 
nal- Labour of Love,'\exc. Yea 1o FaichfuÞ'is He that 
the | _ hath Promiſed; in. this Reſpe, that'even the 
"0723 Smallef} Ser vite, ſhall - not.. paſ6+ unrewarde. } 
OUP As our Lord jcfus Chrift Himſclt, hath Affirm- 
al ed to us, Matt. 10. 42. Whoſcever  fhall” give to 7 


we * Drink unto ont of theſe Little ones," a Ct p of cold Wa- } 
he ter; in the Name of 'aDiſciple ; Vert F-ſay uo 
$ you, "He hall, in 10 wiſe looſe his Reward. *There- 


ly ore as the LORD is eur Cr eator, Preſerwver, and, 
Is - "Rewarder, our Service mult needs: ot R ught be 
Y, Jong unto Em. 

8 | 

5, ' REASON. IT. Becauſe the Lord, Joh Expett, 

h Command, and Requie,” Our Service, Worſhip, a4 

1 "Obedience. IT need not inſiſt long het It 3s 

- 'phin, that the Maine End and EPefign of God * 
" | 1 ; by all the Precepts of the "Scriprut 'ES, 


To Obiige us ; by the Precedents, "To Encourage 
'us ; by the Promiſes "Yo Allure us unto his 
Service ; and by the "Threatnings, To Deterre, 
-us from the neglect thereof. Thus the Pro- * 


Phet SUmMMs up. the Pcople's Duty, .1n--two ; 
D 2 Words | 
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Zords ; 3 x Sam, 12.24. Onely Fear the Lord,on4 
| erve 'H: m in Truth ; &c. David al:o Dela: 'ES, 
it't@ be the Lord's ' Command, that we ſhould 
Keep His Precepts Ditigently. | P {al 119.4. 


REASON, III. As it is the Duty, fo it is 
the Prepery, of the Religious Heuthclder 
thusto da ; Appears From the Tendency of Grace, 
in' ſuch as do "honſlve foneerely Serwe the Lord. 
"The Grace of Gcd 13 of a Liituſive, and Com- 
manicacive Nature ; Compared therefore by 
cur Caviour to Leaven, a little whereof will 
Leawen the while Lumy, and Over-ſpread b 
1:5 influence the three Meaſures cf Meal,in which 
ic i Hadden ; Matt. 13.33. SO Grace will >ca- 
fon” and dandtity the whclz man, in Body, ' Scal, 
and Spirit : And having © obtained Dominion 
over That Man, | occedeth to the Next, ' and 
Extenderh its "'E 
\ Others, ſo tar as may be. Hence the true' Liſ- 

ci} les 'of the Loig Jeſus, are ſid to be the Salt 
of the Earth ; Marr. 5. 13. Salt to prevent Py- 
trcrattion ; Salt ro dial: a Sawuwry Reliſh to 
thote with whom they Converſe. ' Again >aints 
aie Liz brs f the World ; Matt. 5 5.14. Lights tor 
their own Luſtre, and Frightnels ot Holy Cons 
verfation ; As allo to give GLidance oy Li- 
rection, ro others with whom the Conyerle, 
Thus the Religious Houſhclder,is witich tobiing 
as many others as poſiible he Can, to Serve Ks 


LZOKD 5; 


Cacy, to the SanRification of 


of a feligins Yonſhoher, 2F 
LORD :; End-:avout ing to have biz Family like 
that of the Devout Cornelius * Who Feared 
ld | God with All his Houſe, Ic i a Ipecial 
token of dinzertty, to Endeavour ro the ut- 

, | moſt of our Capacity, the Good and Salvation 
Is ot others : and to be grieved, when we 
er | cannot preyail2 upon them ; - hence David, Ftal. 
, | 119. 136. Kivers of aaters rum dywn mine 
ezes ; Becauſe men keep nit thy Law, So it Wwe 
a- | would approve our tclves, ro have a Piinci;le 
Y | of Grace and Helneſs in us, we ſhould mourn 
Il | over the - Sins of others, which we cannot 
icvent, T'rus thall we come to he Known, 
A e. ) Acknowl:dged, and Accepted of God, 
as Avrabam was ; Gen. 18. 19. For 1 lncw 
hin, that he will C:mmand bis Children and 
b:s H.uſh.ld, &c. Ti i will be matter of Com- 
fort ro us now, and Rejcicing in the Day of 
the Lord. 


For APPLICATION of this Doiine 
| to our {clves. 


There are three Uſes tobe infiſted upon 
( Firſt ) of Erhortation and Dircetion ;; 
bu Ic be. ſa. with us in our Families. 

( Secaidly) 7 'Of Lamentation, becauſe ir is 
_ ot 1o. ( Thirdly) Ot Caution, ainſt thoſe 
beiag ſo. 
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ings, which A Otrcntimes kinder it from 
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*'Eet it be for E XHORTATION to all] Sn 
Honſholders now” before the Lord ; I call upon i 
-you, and Solemnly Exhort you in the Name 
and Fear of God, Zo Write after this Fair Cop-| 
£» and to follow this Eminent Leader the Godly ©! 
Tos. Who ſeems to ſpeak, to all in that} © 
apacity here preſent, in the Words of Gideon ; b 
Fullr.7.17.- Look on me --- and as I Do fo ſhall YeſÞ 
- Do: -Viz. Bind your felves, and all under your 2 
Charge, in a Firm and Explicite Reſolution to 1 
Serve the Lord ; with Sinzledef and Upright- | t 
"ne of heart. Now for the Prefling this Duty, | 1 
I ſhall here 'infert thoſe Diredtions, ,under | 7 
which this Duty may be: fully Opened,” fub- Þ « 
Jyning thoſe *Motives which may by the 
elp of the Spirit of God, Awaken, and *Eft- 
courage, unto the Canicientious Practice. there- | 
of.”” *Phis - being referred hicher as the © moſt | 
probable Method ;; *( If the Lord pleafe ) By 
which to. infogga the. Judgment, and Lyzcnre 


On 


-the AiteRtions Together. 


, 
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'- © Let ns maker Otir Conſtant Care, and. Di- 
*Ugent-Endeavour, to* Liut in the Conſt umt *and 
Conſcientious Prattice, of all manmer of Chtſrian- 
| ., Family: 


of a. Heligious Doiſho der. 


Family-Duties Incumbent on the Heads of Fa- + 


milies. Now thole Relative Duties which con» 
cern the leveral Perſons in Families, are to be 
reduced to Three heads. ( 1.) The Duties of 
Supericurs,tO Inferiours. ( 2.) Of Inferiours, to Sur 
we i ( 3. ) Of Equals, one towards another, 

'hoſe which we are now Concerned to Enquire 
into, are the Duties of Supertours to Inftert- 
ours. ; for the maintaining a Conſtant courſe 
of Religions Service to God in Families ; whach 
belongs unto Practical Godlineſs, and confiſts nt, 
daily Excercile of theſe things. "The, People 
are wont oftentimes to ſlay unto the Preachers $ 
TheLife of De&rine lyes in Application ; ſurely 
the Preachers may as truly and Properly An- 
{wer them, The Lite of Application lyes ut 
Practice. Eſpecially in theſe Important Duties, 


# 


of fuch Univerſal Concernment. 


The Duties are, . 

1, icading the Scriptures, daily in the Famil, 
A Duty too too much negle&ed ( I fear ) even 
amongſt Profeifors. "The Scriptures are the 
Words of the Eternal God ; Containing theWords 
of Eternal Life ; Written by men Inſp:red by the 
Holy Ghoſt ; 2 Pet. 1. ult. NoW hat is writtew 
it 2ritten for our Learning ; &*#+. Rom. Ty. 4s 


Therefore ſurely for our Reading, without which 
we are not Capable to Learn.. It is Recorded 
in Commendation of Timothy 2 Lim. 3.1.5. Thee 
from # Ciieyius buff Kaon the Help Serigpatgs Fes 

-$ : ure 
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Shrely the way to know them, ſo as to grow 
Wiſ:r nnco Salvation, is to Read them. Orice 
more, Ir 1; Required of the King ; Leut. 17.19. 


That he ſhould Read ih the Book of the Law, all the | 


Dayes «f bis Life. ' If the King is to Read daily 
in the Book of the Law, then furely Profe.:ors 
of the Nanie of Chriit, bught to Read in the 
Books of the Goſpel every day ; As proper means, 
to prepare tiiem For, and quickeh them To, 0- 
ther Duties of Family-Wo#ſhip. 


2. Follow this with Family Praper, This 15 
a Duty belonging to Natural Worſhip, and there- 
fore bind; all Perſons, at all Times ; As the A- 
poſtl2 Exhorteth, Eph. 6.18. Praying Alwayes, 
with All Prayer and Supplication, &c. Of which 
Family Prayer is ons kind; and 15 necellary, both 
for the Example, and Encouragment, of thoſe that 
are nmder our charge. This is brought in, as a 
fpecial evidence of Cornelius's Devoutneſs, in the 
Fear and Ser vice of the Lord, witi alt his Houſe; 
He Prayed Ahwayes, AQ. 10. 2. Beſides Praper 
15 a Neceſſary duty, Pertainirig to a Chriſtians 
Walk, when be walks like himſelf ; Surely then 
David did not walk in his Houſe or Family, 
with a Perfect heart, but that he Prayed for 
them ahd with them ; as P/al. 101.2. There is 


indeed, a Praying for our Children and Servattts, . 


in Secrer, which is che Dury of all Sincere. 
Ehriltians * An earneſt Plying the Throfie , of” 
Grace; 


of a Keligiougs Youtſholder; TH 
Grace, As Abraham did, Gen. 17. 18. O that * 
Hhimael might Live before Thee. So ſhould we; © 
9. articula:ly Recommend our Children tro the 
he | Mercy of God, in our Secret Addreſſes every day ; 
y | But that They may be' Aſſured, that we pray For 
'S | Them, and may alſo be Erconraged to do the like, 
e | if they ſhall Live to come into the. fanie Capa- 
s, | city of Family-Government,, we' ought Con- 
3- | ſcientioufly,to attend Family-Prayer With Them 
every day. And that We and our Families may 
find acceptation, with the Lord, in our Daily- 
15 "Foint-Supplications, Let us Carefully Watch againſt 
>- | Two things ; ( x. ) Coldneſs, and Formality. 
- | This is a Frame we are in great danger to falf 
, | mto; Frequency in Prayer, it we are not very 
i | careful, will abate , the Feryency of our atten- 
h dance therein ; Let us not be Slothful, Cold, or 
t | Formal,in this Buſineſs ; butFervent in Spirit, ec. 
a Rom. 12.11. Serving that GO D who' & a SPIE 
C RIT, with our Spirits ; John 4.24. Finding: 


» in our Heart, to Pray our Prayer as David; 

C 2 Sam. 7.27. , And Pouring out our Soul before 

Ss } rhe Lord, as Hannah rt Sam. 1.15. Otherwiles 
12 | we cannot Expect, to obtaine” any Mercy at 

» the Hand of God, for our Selves or Ours: The 

© | -Apoſtk Fames informs us; That fach a man as 

O is Faint, Weak, Doubring, Cannot Expe&t to Re- 

+ - | ceive any thing of the Lord ; Jam: 1.6. Surely 

-. | we alt tind by woful Expeitence, how much we 
F | Rand in ned of fuch @ Hatch Word as ok 
F - a \ 2. 
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(_ 2.) Let us Watch againſt Diſtractions i Fa- 
mily Duties, Many Occaſions will Intrude u 

vs, to Diſtrat our minds, and abate the Intenf- 
ne of our Souk in theſe Duties. Let us do 
our Utmoſt, ſo to Order and Compoſe every 
Buſineſs, and to Govern every Perſon, in their 
ſeveral Capacities, that there may be no 
diſtraction but what 1s purely Accidental ; but 
as much as poflible, we may Attend upon the 
Lord,n Family-Prayer Without Diſtra#1on ; 1 Cor. 
7.35 Remembring we are in tne Preſence of 
'GUD, who cannot Endure to benold Inigquity ; 
About things of Everlaſting C,ncernument, that 
our Hearts and Souls, niay be»Engaged in the 
Duty; and we may do it with ALL our 
Might ; Diltractions in Duties are very Evil 
things, and we are never more in Danger to 
be Peſtered with them, than in Family Prayer ; 
Let us do by them as Abraham did by the 
Birds, that annoyed his Sacrifice, Gen.1F.. Ir. 
U1ſs our utmoſt Endeavour, by the Afliſtarice 
of the Spirit of God, to Drive them away. 
Heartily grieving, for what we cannot pre- 
Vent. 


. Let us Carefully Attend' Catechifing of 
Or Families. This is a Duty of Great Concern- 
ment, for the bringing Young ones, to a Sound 
and Methodical knowledge . of God, Chrilt, 
and the Way of Salvation. Indeed the 70rd 
1 not Exprefsly fot down in vcripture, yet in 

: many 
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of a Heligiongs Houtſholder. 27 ; 
many places, we find the Thin” intended there- * 
by ; Particularly, Gal.6.6. Let bin that 1s Taught 


i#n the Word Communicate &c. 't he Greek word 
( CATECHOUMENOS ) there uſed, for Him 


that is Taught gives us the derivation of the - » 


Name, and the true Notion of the thing. For 
It is an Orderly and Methodical Inſtrufting, Per- 
fons in the Great Dottrine of Godlineſs, Or the 
Fundamental Points of Religion Neceſſary unto Sal- 
vation. Hence, It comprehends under it, both - 
the Credenda, and Agenda, ( z.e.) Truths to 


| be bclizved, and Duries to be performed. By 


this means Perſons well Catechiſed, will Attaia 
unto, and Retain, the form of Sound Words, or 
Summary of Chriſtian Religion, according to 
the Apoſtles Exhortation, 2 'Iim. 1-13. Hola 
faſe the Form of Sound Words, which thou haſt 
heard of me, &c. (1.e.) in which he had In- 
ftructed or Catechized him. We are Com- 
manded, to Treat Frequently, and Familiarly, 
with our Children ; ec. about.the great things 
of thcir Salvation, Deut. 6.6,7. Thou ſhalt Talk 


of them, as thou Sitteft in thine Houſe, and when 


thou Walkeſt by the 2vay, and when thou Lye(# down 
and when tbeu Riff up. Now Catechizing, 15 
an Appoſite, Ealy, and Compendious way , to 
Inſinuate and Inculcate Divins things ; The 
want whereof, makes ſo many grown perſons, 
confuſed in their Knowledge, even of the Im- 
portant DoErines of Faith and Repentance, Fs 

Þ 2 allo 
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allo of the Glorious Myſteries of the Mediato- 
Tial Office ot our Lora Jeſus Chriſt ; Yiz. His 
Incarnation, Hum:ihation, and Exaltation, with the 
Benefits redounding there-from, Repreſented to 
us in Symbols and Sacraments. Let this Duty 
then, be conſtantly attended by us, at certaine 
times every Week, fo ſhall we find our Children, 
&c. To grow in Knwledge, as they grow in 
Years ; and may have ground to hope, that 
by the help of the Spirit of Ged, they ſhall alio 


grow in Grace, I umkEly Reccmmend, For 


Grown Perſons, The Aſſemblies Catechiſm, tor-+ 


youn Clildien Dr. Owens, Primer Catechiſm, 
and Pe bringing them to a Familiaiity, with 
the Words of the Sacied Text ; the Scriptura] 
Catechiſm, Jatcly Jet forth by the Reverend Mr. 
Cotton Mather, is ok Exccllcnt ule. | 


. AFourth Duff, is Bicproot Of, and bear- 
ing full teſtimony Againſt, whatſcever we find in 
th:ſe of our Families, Contrary to God and God- 
bmeſs. Now Reproof 1s the Orderly Applicat- 
on, of the Rule of Gcd to them, to Convince 
them, wherein they have TIranſgreiicd it, and 
to bear Teſtimony againſt* the Delinquence. 
Hence our Severity, ought to bear proportion to 


their Iniguity ; Otherwiſe ic comes Short of 


Livine Acccptation : as in the Cale of El;'s Sons, 
1bcic Tranzgreiion was very Great, 1 Sam. 2. 
22. Yet has Reproot was very 444,layvouring of 


r09 


—_—_— —— 


of a Keligious Youtholder. 29 
too .much Indulgence ; Verſe 23,24,25 ; And 
Chap. 3.13. We have Gods Teſtimony againſt 
kis negl-ct, upon that account ; Becauſe his Sens 

' pnade themſelves Vile, and he Reſtrained them nt. 
The woid in the Hebrew ( CAH4H ) ſfigat 
fies to bend the Browes, and wiinkle the Fore- 
head with anger ; He did not ſeverely Brew- 
beat them tully teſtiiying, againſt te Evil of 
their Wayes, and Heinouſncls of their $1n in 
the tight of God. (7z.e ) By Severely. Chid- 
ag them as he was a FATHER, Depol.ng them 
as he was Hig b-Prieff, and Puraihing hom C or- 
porally as he was a Judge. S0 Diudat, Arnot, 
Belg. Pifc. | 

And we muſt alwayes Remember, that over- 
much Milanels jn Reprouvang, refle&ts rhe 

Rule of the 'Tranfgretiion, upon the Reproover ; 
When therefore any in our F amilies, tin Greatly, 
and Hcinouſly, Let us Reproove them Sharply, 
and Effettually. 

ly. And Laſtly. When other means failes, 
and we find an Obſtinate Perſifiing in Evil 

Practices, We muſt add Correction to all the 
Reff. "This is the Laſt Remedy, and though it 
is Reugh and Unpleaſart, yet it is tcometimes Ne- 
ceſſary, and Profitable. I kusthe Wile man gives 
a Rule, Prov. 19. 18. Chaſten thy $cn while there 
#s Hope, and let not thy Scul ſpare for his Crying. 
Indeed it muſt be acknowledged,'t hat as ftron 

Working Phyſick, muſt be Skilfully Correfed ; 

4 A 82 


w, 


| 3o - The Duty @ Property 
So Chaſtiſements muſt he very Prudently Mana- 
ged, by the Sober and Religious Houſholder, 
who 1s to diſpenſe them, according to the Age, | 
Temper, Inclmation, and Diſpoſition, of the Otten- | 
der .; whether it be Child or Servant. As alfo 
with due regard to the Quality, Circumitances, 
and Aggravations, of the Offence, for whichit 
is Adminittred. 

Now although in Performing theſe Fami- 
ly-Dutzes, all Perſons in their Particular Stations 
are concerned, Super:ours, to Injoyn2 and 
Practice them ; Inferiours, to Attend on them, 
and Submit unto them ; And Equals to Excite 
one another thereunto : Yet the main Streſs 
of all, lyes on the Maſter, or Head of the Fami- 
. iy, as will Appear if we Conſider Three things ; 

I. The Maſter of the Family, is as it were the 
SOUL of the Family. He is the Correlate,of every 
Relation there, Yiz. The Yugband,ot the W/7fe ; 
The Father of the Children ; The Walter ol the 
Servants ; The Governour of all the Governed ; 
He is the Spring of Motion,to all Perions there ; 
Every Child and Servant, a&ts By, From, and 
Under him, The Wife indeed mooves By, and 
With, but all others From and Under him 5 when 
they move aright. As the Soul gives Lite and 
Motion, to the Body-Natural ; >o the Head of 
the Family, puts Vigor and Activity, into the 
Body-OEconomical ; Hence FOSHUA wn our 


Text, Moyes Eirſt, Reſolving that all the Refi W 


f a Tele TY 
his Fanuly, ſhall Move and Engage along with 
him : As for ME and my HOUSE, we will Serve 
the Lord. ; | 

2. The Maſter of the Family, hath an Eſpecial 


| Betruſtment, with all the SOULS in the Family, and 


muſt One Day be Accountable for them. Maſters 
of Families, do in a ſort fuſtaine a Publick Ca- 
pacity, and ſuch muſt give Account of the Per- 
ſons Committed unto their Charge : For they 
are not Betruſted only with the Bodzes in their 
Families ( although the Negk& of them were 
an unaccountable Tranſgrefiton ) But alſo with 
their SOULS, and with them Eſpecially, as the 
moſt Excellent Conſticuent Parts of Man; Henge 
when another Perſon is added, to the Family, 
there is one Soul more, for whoſe Eternal 
Salvation, the Godly Houſholder is to be Emi- 
nently Concerned. The Children born in Our 
Families, are Born unto God, and a {trift account 
will one day be Required of us, what we have 
done With, and how we have diſcharged Du- 
ty Unto ; GODS Children, Ezek.16.20,21.---Thou 
haſt Slaine MY Children ; Theſe Children, God 
Committeth unto us for Education, He doth 
( To ſpeak with Reverence ) Put them Out to 
us ; as Pharaohs Daughter did Moſes, to the 
Hebrew Woman his Mother, ſaying as She Did; 
Exod. 2. 9. Take this Child, aud Nurſe it for 
ME, ec. Being therefore thus Committed unto 
ws, Account concerning them may Fu, and 
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will Certainly, be Required: Of as, in the Great 
Day : When if i ſhall! Appear, that by 
means of our Negle& of Duty they be miiling; | E 
Our Life muſt go for Theirs ; Eſpecially, being: | .#* 
ſo Solemnly Warned before-hand ; 'as he was 

in another caſe, ( Kings 20. 43. ) | 


3. Inferiours are Generally Ordered in their all 
Manners, according to the Prattice and Example 
of their SUPErICUYS. The Poet hath told US,” 

Rents ad Fixemplum, Totus compmitur Orbis. 

As 1s the Prince, So 15 the People. | 

And we Commonly fſay,Precepta Decent, Exempla 
Mouent. Precepts do I»{frutf, but Exampl:s do' 
Move, and Excite.. Hence {ſuch Maſters of Fa- 
miltes, as gtve good Counſeb, to their Children 
and Servants ; And at the ſame time Practice 
what 4 Clan contrary, will ind by WotuFt Ex- 
gr that one Evit Example, will do more 

urt, than Ter good Precepts will Re&iiy and 
Amend. Indeed ſuch Maſters are like Rowers, 
who Look one way. and Row another, ſpeak 
Fei but do 1!!, fo that I may allide ro what 
He ſaid in another caſe ( Gen.2-.22. ) The Voice 
3s Jacobs, but the Hands are the Hands of Eſau. 
And ſurely that Degeneracy in the Leaders of | 
a State, which the Lord Complaines of ; hath-a | 
Proportionable influence Upon, and may pro- 
perly be referred Unto ; the Leaders tn Fa-: 

elies, and there will gertainly bg like nu 
WC. + | _ of 
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\ Conſequence of Miſleading there ; Ifa. 9. 16- 


Fer the Leaders of this Peo pes cauſe them to 
Err ; Amd thoſe that are led by thens, are De- 


*ftojed. 


DIRECTION. 2. 
Labour to give every Daty,its Proper Seaſots 


allowing Fult time unto the Performance thereof. 
What che Wiſe man faich, of a Word ſpoken 
in Seaſon ; Prov. 15. 23. I may properly 
Apply, unto a Duty done in Seafon, and fay 
in like manner ; How good is it 2 This puts 
a Beauty of Holyneſs, upon all other occaſigns 
of the Family. And for Encouraging our 
Care and Conſcience herein, we may Confider 
( 1. ) This will make cur Datyes, ſo much the 
more Acceptable to GOD. He'ts 4 God of 
Order, and doth all His works in ' the mott 
Proper Seaſon, and Therefore Expe#s, and 
Requires, that we ſhould Endeavour to com- 
ply with His Precepr and Example, therein. 
It is faid, Eccl. 3. 11. He hath made every 
thing, Beautifull in His Time. Hence then, 
the more Seaſonable, the more Beautifult things 
are, in the Sight of God and Man ; But Neg- 
Ie& of the due Seaſon, for our Family Du- 
tyes, introduceth many uncomfortable Diford- 
ers, and Diſtractions in the other affatres of 
our Families, and we find our ſelves, Taker 
in thoſe Evil Nets, for not Knowing our Time 3 
oy ge SY 9 we HY ( Excl, 


34 .. The Duty '& Property '- 
.( Ecchy.12.) To the Diſhonnour of God, 
.and our \Profeflion of. Godlynefs ; Convince- 
.1ng. us by our own Wotull Experience, of the 
ruth of what © the Wiſe Man Aﬀerts, Eccl.8. 6. 
Becauſe to Krery Purpoſe, there is Time and 
*<Judgment , therefore the Miſery of man 1s 
Great "upgn,- im ( 4. e; ). becauſe. he hath ' not 
Underſtanding, to camply therewnh. 

..._ (2.'), Qur Conſcientious Care in this matter, will 
Convince>. qur Children and Servants, _that thefe 
Dutyes are. of. great Jmportance, In that we 
are ſo much concerned, about the Ordering, 
"x Timeing of them. Ir is very good, to 
SIate and Keep, a Certaine Heur of Prayer, - W 
that was at the Temple, when Peter and Fchy 
Artended -there. Ads 3. xt. So if the Heads of 
-Fanultes, are carefully to attend, at the Stated 
"Times < as.near as Poſtble they Can ) all others 
in.the Family, will be under an Awe oft ſuch a 
Gedly Praftice; and Remember that all Afﬀeaires, 
in which they are concerned ; ciher within 
Doores,. gr without ; mnſt be diſpatched ac- 
cordingly... And for-Complyance with this Li- 
rc&tion take theſe RULES. 


* KULE.. I. Make every Occaſion ( that Pol- 
ſtbly may )- Give Wap zo the Time of Family 
"Duties ; and Suffer nt them Ordinarily to give way 
30: any thing. It muft be Acknowledged ; that 
there are ſeveral Dus incumbent on Chrilti- 

; " ans, 
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ans, in their Particular Callings, beſides thoſe 
of their General Calling, but God allows tinte 
for Both, and it helongs to every ones Cafe 
and Conſcience, to to manages the Former, that 
they may not Enterſere with, or Obltrud the 
Latter : Let then the Momentous Duties of 
our General Calling, have' a Proper and Pro- 
potionabl2 "Lime, all other buſineſs being Fore- 
caſted and Modeli:d accardingly. The Want of 
Care herein, doth too too often Ofrut?, Reli- 
ous Dutij2s, Even in ſome of the Stricteſt Fa- 
muilies. F 


RULF. IT. Be ſure to DBegin with Religicn, | 
Early * the Morning. This will have a Special 
Inflaence, upon the Orderly managment of All 
the Durtizs of the Day, bath in our Gene- 
ral and Parncular calling. The Pcet © conld-ſay, 
A TFoue Principilm es. Begin with God : 
And the Sweet P[alnifs of Ifracl pleads his Ear- 
lineſs, and Earneſtneſs, For acceptance ' 1n Þ15 
Devotions, Pal. 5. 3. My Veice (halts Th:u Heay 
in the Morning O Lerd : in the Morning will 
I direc} my Prayer unto Thee & will Look up. 
It is Admirabls to Obt2rve, how Rcligion 
Thri ves, tn"thote few Perſc9s and Famines-; who 


make Conſcience, of Ea ly attending. Famuly 


Durzes. But on the Contrary ; where: Shutb '18 
Indilged in te Morning, Religzous” Dutrs- are 
long Deferred, ſo that this Perloa comes” bs,-of 
7.1 F 2 the 
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* the other Buſineſs Calls for Attendance, and 
the pretended Neceſlary delay of them, doth 
-toO often iſſue, in a Sinful and therefore Shame- 
fall, Obſtruction or Omiſtion tor: that Day 
and Time, 


RULE, III. Let all General Family Duties, be 
attended in ſuch Seaſonable manner, as that EVÞc- 
xy Perſon VA Underſtanding, and Capacity to 
Profit, may ithout Fazle be Preſent at them. 
We ought not to let our Children or Servants, 
want a Meal for their Bodics ; Oh ! Let none 
of them Miſs of a Chapter, a Prayer, An Exhor- 
tation Or Counſel, for their Precious and Immor- 
tal Souls. For if they do Perceive Us, not to 
be concerned, about their being Preſent at ſuch 
Duties ; they may well imagine, the Attending 
of them 1s of No Great Importance, and the Neg- 
Jet of them is of No very Danpgerons Conſequence. 
And under thoſe Pernicious Miſapprehenſions, 
May be ready to harden themſelves in Sin, and 
to Perſiſt in Careleſs and Sinful Negle& of Du- 
fy ; 1o as to hazzard the Utter Ruin and De- 
ftruction of their Souls for ever. 


RULE, IV. And Laſtly. Be »t Over: 


tedious # Family-Duties. I Confels, this is 
an Error on the Right hand, yet it is an Error x 


which ſome Profeffors Do fall into : Now if 


we are Over-Tedious in Dutics, it detracts from 
the 


an > & w//YU F3g&Q 


gun in good Time, may be Unſeaſonably 
Ended by the Length of it. God is in Heaven, 


| and thou on Earth, therefore let thy Words be faw, 


( 4. e.) Humble, Senſible, Faithful, and Fervent x 
J] would not be thought, to Diſlwade or Dif- 


courage Pious Souls, trom enlarging their Pray- 
| ers, when they want any Special- Family - Mercies, 


and would Jointly Apply themſclves to the 


Throne of Grace to obtain them : Or when: 


they have received ary Family-Bleſ/ngs, and 


would Jointly return their Praiſes, and Thanſ- 
givings for them ; But it hath been obſerved, 
that the moſt Pzous and Zealous Miniſters; have 
not been lung in Family Duties, no nor yer in 
Publi:k Prayer on Ordinary Occaſions ; giving 
this Reaſon, they were willing to Pray their 


'Hearers Hearts Into Heaven ( by a warmth of 


Holy Zeal and Fervency ) but not by Tediout 
neſs to Pray them Out again. Beſides the Parts 
of Prayer are not many, and the Petitions in the 
Lords Prayer, that Moff Excellent Platform, are 
bur Six, beſides the Preface and the Concluſion. 
Again the Spirit is never 1o willing as it ought 


to be; but when it 1s oft willing, the Fleſh is 
Weak, Finally, God is not moved by a Mult- 
tude of Words, he needs not Information, but | ! 


hath Commanded us onely to be his Remmenr 


brancers, who hath graciouſly Commended, and\- 


Encouraged, Sincerity and Feryency ; James F- 
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the Seaſonableneſs of them, hence a Duty be- 


: 
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16. And by Our . Saviour Himſelf ſeverely 
Reprooved, and Condemned, Prolixity an1 
Vain Repetitions, as a Heatheniſh Pradtice Matth. 
6. 7. 


DIRECTION. g. 


Labour we, to keep our Hearts Continually, in 
2 Gracious, Solenm, a4 Holy Frame #0 
Serve God, Let us Carry with us, ſich a 
Frame of Heart into our Particular Callings ; 
Let All our Motions both Natural and Civil, 
as well as Religicus, have a Vein of Grace, 
and Straine of Holineſs, Obſervable in them. 
Let it be our Conſtant Care and Endeavour, 
Whatſoever we 'Do, to Do it to the Praiſe and 
Glory of God T. Cor. 10. 31. ( i.e.) So to 
demean our ſelves, that our whole Courſe 
and Carriage, may Demonſtrate us, to be 
fully Refolved, to Serve and Glorify the Lord. 
Hence let all o«» Specches be ith Grace, 
Col. 4. 6. (z.e.) Accented with Sobriety 
and 'Gravity, to that degree as may Admini- 
ſter Grace to the Hearers, Ephe..4. 29. ( i. e. ) 
Aanifeſting the Exercile of Grace, in him 
that ſpeaks ; and Stirrins wp the Exerciſe of 
Grace in them that Hear: As for our 
Actions Let them bs Commendable and Ex- 
emplary, 10 as we may turn _ even - Civil 
 Aetions. the Aﬀeaires ot our Particular Call 
ings, to Grod account ; in the vight of 
God. 
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God. : The Wiſe Man tells us Prov. 2t. 4 
The Plowing of the Wicked is Sin. (i. & ) be 
2 | - cauſe he atrends it with an, Evil Frame of 
ſatth. | heart ; Not from a Good Principle, nor yet 
for a Right end. Hence Contrariorum Contraria 
Conſequentia. The Plowing, Sowing, Tradeing, 
and Merchandrze, of the Godly man is Gcod, 


in becauſe he aimes at the Glory of GOD in 
P to All ; Once more, Let our Geſtures and the 
bis Whole Courte of our Behaviour in our Fa- 
JS milies, be ſuch as may Adorn the Do&trine of 
vil, God our Sawiour, Titus. 2. 10, ( It is ſpoken 


ce, there,of Servants but it 15 the Duty of Maſters 
mM alſo ) ( z. e. ) Jo as may be an Homuur to 
Tr, the Religfon we profeſs ; 'T his we ſee in David 
4 It he will Walk in his H. uſe with a perfes} : 
—- Heart, he muſt behave himſelf Wiſely mm a 
> perfet IVay; Plal. 1o1. 2. Accordingly, thus 
2 to Engage our felves Dilligently to Obſerve 
| and Do, all HB Commandments, will En- 
tite us to Al Manner of Blejjings ; Deut: 
28.. 1.2. &6. 


Let us be Often Trying, Proving, and *' 
Eranining ; #owv Religion Growes, and Flouw- 
riſhes in our Families ; By "This Practice, we 
ſhall come to know what Fruit there is, of our 
Care, Pains, and Prayers ; If upon Tryal Fa 
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find they do grow in the Knowledg of Goy, 
Chrilt, and the things of Eternal Salvation 's 
this will be Exceeding Pleafing unto Us + If 
- we find Other-wiſe, *we muft be deeply Hum- 

bled Under it, Heartily Lament Over it; and 
Earneftly Pray, to Him that 15 the Author 
of all ſucceſs, -in the moſt Pious Endeavours, 
That It may be otherwiſe for the Time to 
Come. The Wiſe Man direts Prov. 27.23. 
Be deligent to Know the State of thy Flock &c. 
Every mans Family, is his Peculiar Fhck ; over 
which he hath a Special Charge, and of which 
he muſt render an Awful Account in the Day of 
the Lord : Surely then he ought to be greatly 
Concerned,to Underſtand how Religion Thrives 
among them, that it may Be well with them 
"Now ; and Go well with them in That Dap, 
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DIRECTION. x. 


Would we Serve the Lord Daily, afzd Sim 
cerely, in our Families ; Let us make one Refo- 
lution about the Sandtifyins GODS Yolp Day, 
We ſhall never Serve the Lord as we ought, \p 
on the Week Dayes, if we do not Reſolve 
Strickly to keep, and Hallow the LORDS 
Day. The Great Law-giver, hath put a Hie- 
member upon it, let us be ſure not to For- | 
get it. Jinow that Religion will Floariſ} or 
Languiſh, as we Do, or do not, Keep oy pes 

or 


of a Heligiong Youſholder, QI 
Lords Day. Now+ becauſe it is a Reſt from 
Labour, our Children and Servants, are very 
'apt to Indulge themſelves in Evil Courſes, when 
out of onr Sight and Hearing ; Let US and All 
in our Farhilics Read with Obſervation; and Re- 
werence, ai. 58. 13/14: If thou keep thy Foot 
from My Sabbath, from doing thy Work on 
Mine Holy Day &c. And let us Endeavour, Con- 
{cientiouſly to Practice, what is there Solemnly 
Enjoyned 3; That we may Sanity Gods Holy 
Day; by a Due and Seaſonable - Preparation For 
it, By a faithful Attending all Kind of Duties Irr 
it ; Publick, Private; Secret. And by Meditateing 
upori what we have heard, and Taking Acc6unt 
of Particular Perſons in our .Families; what 
they Remember, that We and They, may Live 
in the Pra&#ice thereof continually. Here then; 
IT would Humbly Orter one Word of Advice, 
Let none of Gods Holy Time be loſt, in our Fa- 
milies, by our Controverting between the Dit- 
fering Opinions, about the 'I1ime when . the 
Sabbath Begins -; But whether we apprehend 
the Day to begin at the Evening before ; as 
ſome Learned and Pious do Belzeve : Or At or 
Towards Morning, as others Equally Pious and 
Learned do Fudge and Prattice ; Let us Make 
fure; that there . be as much time Expended in 
Religlobs Exerciſes; Publick, Private, Secret; as 
we allow to our Daily-Secular-Aﬀaires .: even 
a full Proportion 6f p Seventh part of time z 

as 


42 The Ditty # Property 
as ALL in general do Conclude. I am very 
Senſible Religion hath Suffered much amongſt 
us, by Onr different Sentiments in this matter ; 
Oli ! Let ir not be & in our Families - But Is 
a wird, for our Encouragment, Let us be Faith- 
full to Keep Gods Holy Day, Honnouring 717, 
and Him Þ it, as He Requires of us :: And we 
may be Aftired, He will make us Profperous in 
the Week Dayes - So that We and Ours, ſhall 
Re on the High Places of the Earth, and be Fed 
2pith the Heritage of Jacob ; For the Mouth of 
the LOKD hath Spoken it. 
DIRECTION... 6. 

Let us be Carefid, to Difcharge Duty unto 
our Children, in Every Reſpect, ſo ſoon as they 
are Capable, and have Underſtanding to 4:- 
tent ws thejein. The Reaton why. many Chit 
dren in our Families, Serve the Lerd no more, 
when they are grown up ; but rather Addi 
themtelves, to the Service of Satan, Sm, and 
Senſuallity, is in great meaſure, to be Attributed 
unto their Parents Neglect of Duty towards 
them, in their Minority. For although there is 
a Corrugt Nature 11 Every Child, in its Infancy: : 
Yea From the _ ow, they Go Aſtray Speak- 
mp Lyes ( Plal. 58. 2.) Yet Care and "Same 
on will mach P; wal to keep under that Cor- 
rupt Principle, and Promote better . Inclinations 
mm them. Care and Government ,wiall Zawe the 


Wikdelt Qreacures: 5 fuch as  have- the moſt 
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Savage natures, may be rendred Familiar to us 
if handled whil*ſt they are Young ; Even ſuch 
as after-wards become Utterly Unreduceable to onr 
gubjection. Particularly then, 

Firlt. Begin to *Jnlirutt ther betizes. En- 
deavour to Seaſon them in their very Infancy, 
with Savoury Principles, bath of Morallity and 
Religion, that they may as it were Suck them 
in with their Mothers Milk 4; You know nat 
what Influence your Godly Didctates -and Di- 
reftions, may have upon them for many Years 


after, when they are grown up Tato the World, 


and we are gone Out of it; Teach them to 
READ, and as ſoon as you can Poſlthle, ac- 
cuſtome them to Read the Holy Sctzptures, 
Which are Able to make them Viſe unjo Salwatiop. 
2 Tim.3.15. Thus may they come to Remember 
their Creator,in the Dajes of their Youtb(Eccl.12.1.:) 
And to Know Him, H#hom to Kniy is Life E- 
ternal, And the more Early, the more ,Honor- 
rable : both in the Sight of God and Good men. 
Early Inſtruttion is of Laſting Izipreſſion 3; "Ihe 
Poet could {ay, 0:79 [emel Tis inbuta recens Ser- 
wvabit Odorems + Teſra din -------- Herat. A. CaskK 
will long retain tae Scent, of that wherewith 


It 15 firſt Seaſoned ; And a Bctter man than 


he, by Inſpiration of. the iloly Ghoſt, declares . 
unto us, Prov. 22. 6. Train up @ Chit, im theWay 
that he ſhould GO : and we find i irue by 
Wotull Experience, if be be Trained in a Way . 
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LET Serving of the Lord. We ſhould be very Care- 
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in which he ſhould Not go, when he is Old be 
will not Depart from it. | 
© Secondly. Begin to Correct them bet imes x 
Bear Early Teſtimony againſt the Beginnings of 
Sin. We ſhould not Permit, much Iefs Coun- 
tenance, the leaſt Appearance of Evil, in obr 
Children ; Sin in their Natures, 15 like a Deadly 
Plague ; We ſhould Yenientz Morbo cccurrere, Take 
the Diſeaſe in Time, and Nip the very buddings 
of Original Corruption; In no Wiſe pleaſing 
our Selves With, but ſeverely 'Teftitying Againſt, 
the Vain ani Sinful Speeches, and 441i; of Our 
Children, not Indulging Of Them or Dallying 
With Them, 1n the leait Violations of Gods Ho- 
ly Commands in their very Childhood ; for 
if we do, we ſhall find By woful Experience, 
they will not only Dally 2vith, but Deſpiſe our 
Commands, when they are grown up. David's 
Indulgente, to' his Son Adonijabh from his Youth 
upward ; brought himſelf to Dorrew, and the 
Young man to fium; 1 King. 1. 6. And bis 
Father had not Diſpleaſed him at any Time, in ſaying 
Why haſt thou done ſo, &c. The fatal Conſe- 
quences whereof, are Repreſented to us mm 
the following part of That Chapter, Viz. The 
Rebellion, and Deſtruction of Adonjjah, 
-——— Tat” DIRECTION. 

Let us Confcientionſly Endeayour, to keep onr 
Families Clear, of ſuch as 2ve find ts be Db- 
ſtinatehx Liefolved, 9 7t cine with Us, in 
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full, not to Admir any into our Service, as near 
as we Can, who are not willing to Scive the 
Lord with us : when we wauld. S ye out one 
to Serve us; We thould as David: did, Lock a- 
mongſr the Vaithful in' the Land (1.e.) Such as 
will walk with us in a Perfect Way X 'That they 
may Ser ve us, Pal. 101. 6. But it when ALL 
15 done, we are miltaken, and have - Unawares 
Admitted fuc!1 inta our Service, as are Unre- 
duceabl- to Religious Order and Government z 
We ought to take the Firſt Opportunity, to nid 
our Hands and Families of them, as Dawid allo 
did : Verſe 7. He that Worketh Deceit, ſhall mct 
davell within my Houſe : he that telleth Lyes, ſhall 
wet Tarry in my Sight, Let not Lucre and 
Covetouſneſs, Betray us to take fuch Into, or 
keep them 1» our Families, as will cither divert 
us From, or Interrupt us In, our Conſcientious 
Serving of the Lord. But l:t us Mourn over, 
what cannot be Prevented in that Reſpect. 
S0. much for the DIRECTIONS. 

By way of MOTIVE then, unto theſe 
Duries, briefly, 

Let us CONSIDER. I. The Service of the 
LORD. is the moſt E@xreelient Dervice, In which 
any. Perſon can be. Employed. It is an Happt- 
neſs, A. Privilede, A Dignity, to Serve the Lord. 
What the Pfalmiſt ſaith of the Preceprs of the 
Word, I' may fay in this Caſe ( Pal. 19. 11. ) 
In the Performance thereof, there is great Re- 
| On ard ; 
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"ward +; God is our Maſter in Heaven, Eph. 
6. 9. And His Glorious Properties, are en- 
gaged to Dire#, Aſif, and Upbold His Ser- 
vants ; There is Honour 1n Serving the Lord, 
As they that ſerve great Princes, are honou- 
rable for "Their ſakes ; So Our Lord Jeſus ſaith, 
If any man Serve ME, Hum will MY Father 
#Honnour ; Joh. 12.26. Beſides there 15 True 
Happineh, in Serving the Lord ; what the 
Queen of Sheba ſaid of the ſervants of Solomon, 
is much more true of thoſe who Serve Him, 
who is Greater then Solomon ; I King. IO. 8. 
Happy are thy men, and Happy are theſe thy 
Servants, who ſtand Continually before Thee ; 
aud hear Thy Wiſdome. So Great, 1o Good, and 
Gracious, is the God whom we verve. A- 
gain, This LORD and Maſter, gives the moſt 
Excellent wages ; ſuch as Serve the Lord, they 
Do not, they Shall not, Serve Him for nought ; 
Job xr. 9. Bur ſhall find by Experience, "That 
To Him that worketh Righteouſneſs, ſhall be a 


Sure Reward ; Prov. It. 18. All manner of | 


Bleflings in this Life, are Promiſed to Faith- 
full Serving the Lord ; Deut. 28. 2. @&«. 
And not only fo, but this Pra#ical Godlyneſs, 
hath the Promiſe of the Life that is to Come. 
x Tim. 4. 8. The Tranſcendent Excellency, 
of which Rewards, are Repretented unto us 
by the moſt Jlluſtrious Metaphors, Viz. Of 


a Kingdom ; Luke. 22. 2.9: A Throne Rev. | 
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3. 21. A. Crown of Life ; Rev. 2. -fo. A 


Eph. | Crown of Righteouſneſs; 2 Tim 4 8. & 
\ en- | Crown of Gliry that fadeth not away; x Pet. , 
Ser- | 5- 4 And Ina word, Eye bath mot ſeen, 
.ord, | mor ear heard, neither hath entred into the heart 
nou- | of man to Conceive, what God hath Prepared for 
ith, | 7hoſe that Lowe Him and Serve Him, x Cor. 2. 
ather | 9- This, This,is the Portion of him that Faith- 
rae | fully Serves the Lord : and the Ycritage, 

the | Appointed unto him of God. _ 
__ CONSIDER. 11. The Wiſerable Condi- 
lim, tion, of ſuch Maſters and Families, as do not 
4 Serve the Lord. "They are the Objeds of Dt 
thy vine Fury. The Infpired Penmen, of the Ho- 
bee: | Iy Scriptures, have by the Holy Ghoft ; uttered 
and direful Imprecations, That Divine Wrath migkt 
A- not onely be Dropped, but Poured down, upox 
101t thoſe that Call mt on the Name of the Lord (1 
hey Such as Live in the Total Neglect, of Family 
bt - Worthip and Rehgion ; Fer. 10. 25. A Famt 
hat ly which do not Serve and Worthip the Lord, 
mw» i5 an Heatheniſh Family ; And i therefore Ex- 
of | poſcd to the Wrath and Curſe, of the Infinits' 
th- and Eternal God. Conſider this, Ye that Forget 
4 your Maker, and from time to time Negle& His 
eſs, | Worthipand Service in your Families, Leſ# He 
ne I Tear you in Pieces, and there be none to Deliver. 
Y CCNSIDER, I1If. If any of thoſe that 1ake. the 


Is fazreſ# Profeſſion, can allow themſelves in the Neglec# 
ff or Shighty Performance of Family Duties, they have 
_- | great 
I. 
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great Reaſoy to queſtion the Wruth of their Pre- * 
tefion: Tt is one thing to Fall Into, or to be 

Forced Unto,aNeglett of Duty ; and another thing 

to Allo» our {elves in that Neglect. "The bett 

of all, tay Caſually be Interrupted or kindred, | 
bur 4t 4s their grief. To allow the Ornifſion of 
Known Duty ; or Commitlion of Known Sin ; 
Shews that Perſon to be under the Power of 
Jome Luft, which layes a Wound at the very 
Root and Foundation, of their Profeiflton of Re- 
ligion: Now the moſt diſtingutihing fignes, of 
a Sincere Profeflion, are taken from a Spiritual 
and Fervent Performance, of Private Dunes ; 
H2:ace a man is not to Judge of himſelf or 0- 
th:rs, by the ſhew that he or they maxe; of 
3 Leal and Devotion; ina the Church, Town, or 
FF QCompany-.of Godly men : Puc by his or their 
(Care, and Conſcience ; Zeal, and Fervericy; in 
the Private, Secret, and mo{t retired Duties, of 
Practical Godlineis. It is oftentimes ſaid, and 
thattoo truly,that Some men are Saints abroad, 
Dewils at home. Amongit thoſe that Countenance 
Religion, they can look as Demure, and ſpeak 
as Fair as the beſt ; but obfzrve them at home, 
and they are guilty of many Sintul, and Shame: 
fu! Negle&s; of Family Worſhip and Religion. 
Surely ſuch may Juſtly fear, thar God will ons 
day Write upon their whole Proteflion: TEKEL 
thou art weighed in the ballance; and wit found 
WRHL INF. 
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for his SOUL. 


of a Keligious Youtholder: "= 
CONSIDER: WW. The Sinceritp of our Love 


to our Families and every Perſon under our Charge Is 
beſt 4 pproved by our Care of their SOULS. It is 
the Property of True Love to Endeavour the Bejf 


Good of the Objet. Now a Natural Afetiors 
may move us to take care of the Bodies of our 


Children, Our own Worldly intereſt may Excite 


us to take care of the Bodies of our Servants, that 
they may Serve us the better ; but it is onely 2 
True Chriſtian-Love that will Engage us toConcern 
our ſelves about their Souls. - "The Soul of man is: 
the Better Part, and Love of that is the Beſt l 
Love. Hence thoſe Duties of Religion whic 
do in a ſpecial Manner tend to the good of 
SOULS are ot the Higheſt concernmerit : For 
our Saviour Himſelf faith, What will it Profit a 
1an,f he ons Gain the whole World, and Looſe his 
own SOUL .: or What ſhall a man give in Exchange 
att.16.26. | 

CONEIDER. , V. Our Faithful ind Diligent Sera 
ing the LORD, In and With our Families , will In- 


fluence thoſe about us to be Diligent & Jnduſtri= 


pug i Serving of Us. Tt we are Conſcientious, 
41 Serving our Maſter in Heaven ; 1t will oblige 


them to be Circumſpe& in Ser ving Us, who ars 


our Servants on Earth, . Santification 15 the Re- 


:newal ofthe Image of God, and that layes an Awe 
Upon, and Challenges a Reverence Fri; thoſe 
About us ; 


"of Conſcichce: boca they Serve God in Serv-, 


{o that Godly Perſons will Serve us Out 


H ing 
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iag of us ; Ungodly Perſons, will be under ſpecial 
Awe of Religion and Godlineſs ; though not 
meerly out of Conſcience, yet from Unavoida- 
ble Conviction, which ever. accompanies the Pow- 
er of Godlinefs : So that Falling down, they will 
and Muſt acknowledge that God 1s 17 you of aTruth. 
x Cor.14.25. And theretore that Rewerence,and 
Service is due unto. you. 
CONSIDER. VT. The Faithful Diſcharge of theſe 
Duties, will make our Families ſeem Tike Littte 
Churches: A Church of the LordJefus Chritt, 
is a Number of Saints,that are engaged and Reſolv- 
ed ; to pefform Duties, and Celebrate Ordinances 
tog2ther. Where therefore, a Family doth Con- 
ſrantly, and Carefully, attend all thanter of Re- 
 Kgious Duties, belonging thereunto : There is a 
Reſemblance of an Holy and Chrrch-Comftnunion, 
hence we read of a CHURCH hich 1s in ther 
Hoyſe, 1: Gor.16.19. er 
CONSIDER. V1.1. A Family, which Live in the 
Total Neg lect of Religious Duties, is 'a meer Pnrklt- 
rp of Satan, 7 Ca e of Unclean Birds. Be- 
cauſe there GOD s Diſtonoured ; His Name Blaſ- 
phemed ; His Worſbzp Neglected ; and Sm Com- 
 Mitted, without Controuk ; Infomuch that $A- 
 T:ANhath Thereinand TherebyDominionover them; 
Hence thoſe Spreggs, which are Tranſplanted ove 
of fuch a Nurſery ; tato the Orchard of the Com- 
mion-Wealth, cannot bring forth any, but Sowre 
and Unſayoury fruit, which will-be Reje#ed-of 
| GOD, 


of a Qeligioug Houthalder. FI 


GOD, being nigh unto Curſag, whoſe End is 10 be 
Burned, Hob. 6.8. 

CONSIDER. VIII. The Toundatics of a whole 
People or Kingdoms fxctormation, or Detection, 
He Igton, or Bcbcliton, 75 id in Families. Fa: 
milies are the Conſtituent Parts of Nations, and 


Kingdoms ; hence as Families are 7/1 or 1! Diſ- 


ciplined, 10 will the whole be Mel} Diſpoſed, or 
Ill Inclined. Ataxy and Diſorder Here, he Lord 
threatens to Puniſh His Own People for - Hai,3 

. The Child Riſeth up againſy the pr 24fany and that 
ſcems to be the Reaſon of what follows, V;z,. The 
Baſe behaves himſelf Unbecomingly Againſt the 
Honorable. And as for our ſelves, we nzed not 
wonder at theDiſforders that happen 3 in the St.zes 
when we obſerve the Negleds that are among 
us 1n re{pe& of Famil;-Government. For where: 
as, the Fifrh Commandment Requires us ; to 


Honour and Reverence our Parents, both in Word 


and Geſture, lome Projeiiors amongit us, feem to 
make Conſcience not to Ex xpe&t or Challeng it 
from their Children. exrner in i/ord of Geſture, 
being ready to ACCOUNt 2t a Sin ſo to do ; As 


| that which Chrittian ] Carents QU7121 716,00 AT lealt 


Need not bs concerned about. But it i5cer rainls 7 
a Truth that ſuch as carry themielves 17 mn Rd 
Few will not be likcly to Demean themlelves 
Vell in the Common: Health. 
REIN IX. The Rememirance e of ory Con- 


ferentzous Endeavour, to Se:wg the Ting in and with 


t1-2 our 
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our Families, will be Living Comfort fo us 11 4 
Dying Your. ' Friends, the Time is Coming 

ea and haſteneth a pace, in which we muſt be 
YG eparated from our Families, and Every Particu- 
lar Perſon inthem ; Viz. Either by our being Ta- 
ken from them, or they from Us : and then the 
Place that knew us here, ſhall know rs again no 
more. Now theHours of neac approaching Death, 
are filled up, with many Cares, and Fears, about 
our Children and Relations which we are are to 
leave behind us: Sutely,Then theWitneſ of a good 
Conſcience, That we have Endeavoured with 
Dawid,to Walk ; in our Houſes with a Perfect Heart : 
And with Abraham, to Teach our Children and 
Houſhold ; in a Godly manner : will be unto us 
the Beſt Cordial 3 in the Whole World. If then 
we can Plead wich the Lord, as Hezekiah did '; 
Ifa.38.2. ' Remember O Lord, How 1 have Walked 
before T hee in Truth; - and bone that which 1s Right 
in Thy Sight. ( 1. e. ) Fill: :d up every Relation T 
Suſtained,with a Cnfienrion Diſcharge of Duty 
therein : And accordingly have Reaſon toBelizve, 
that we are Juſt going, to Receive a Blefled Re- 
ward: we may even under our Sharpeſt Con- 
flics, with the King of Terrors ; Rejoyce w! ith 
Foy unſ peakable and Full of Glory. On the other 
hand ; if any in our Families, are by Death re- 
moving From Us, and it is a Dying Hour with 
Them ; we ſhall be abl> with Humble Subje&ion 
of Spirit, to Reſigne them up to tharGod, to whom 


we have ſo often Recommended them, by our. 
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of a Heligions Youſholder, (2 


Fervent Prayers ; having Reaſon in our Mourn- 
ing to Hope and Believe, that God will anſwer the 
Sincere defires of our Soals, on their behalf, and 
Receive them into His Armes of Everlaſting Mercy, 
1 Theſ.4.13. How Quietly, How Comfortably ; 
may we bear a Separation from them New ; in 
hopes of a Joytul Meeting with tnem I the DAY 
of the LORD ; which will nzver more Admit of 
any Separation. | 
CONSTDER. X. And Laftly. What Shan, 
and Confuſion of Face 2! Cover vs, when we 
ſhall meet our Children and Serwants,before the Great 
Fudge of the Quick and the Dead, if- we ſhall Then 
and There, be accuſed by them, that they loſt their 
SOULS, by means of cur Neglect of Dity towards 
them ! It is Appointed unto en once to Dy ; as in 
Heb. 9.27. Fhen all We and all Ours, 14«# Appear 
before the "Fudgment Sear 0 Chrift ; 2 Cor.5.10. 
And Oh ! What will then Beco-ze of us 2 What 
ſhall we Say for our ſelves 2 What Horrours will 
Seize upon us ? How will the Points of our Loins 
be Looſed, and Our Knees ſite one agamſt anther ? 
It this or that Child or Servant, ſhall before that 
Great Tribunal, Teſtify againlt us and ſay; Lord, 
there 15 my Fatzer or Maſter, I never heard him 
Pray 1n all my Ltte ; he never Iz//ruted mc in the 
great Concerns of my Soul, ard Salvation; nor 
Diſcharged any part of his Duty towards me ; afd 
now I am undone tor ever. And further, it as 
an Aggravation, any Servant oi ours ſhould hav s 
+2 reaſon 
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reaſon to alledg and ſay, Lord, was Born of Religi- 
our Parents, who mad it their buſineſs, to Seaſon 
my young and tender years, with the Nurture 
and Admonition of the Lord ; who Carefully, 
and Faichfully,Exhorted and Exampled me in the 
Great and Important Dunies,of Religion andGod- 
line{s, whereby according to my Age and Capa- 
Cicy, I had foine Light and Influence of Divine 
7ruth apon my heart ; and through the Common 
workings of the Spicke ; I telt fome Conviftions of 
>1n,and had ſome Meaſure of Love To,and Deſires 
Aiterthe things of God; Bur being caft into This 
mans Family, to Serve ſome years with him, 
through his Sinfu/Examples,and ShamefulNeglects 
ot Duty, bota to GOD and Ae ; my Convictions 
weakened,Corruptiondtrengthened,the Spirit ith- 
.drew His Striveings with me, and T became at 
length, hardened þ: Stn, and From the Fear of God, 
to theUtter undoing of my Precious and Immor- 
tal Soul. How will the 'Torments of Hell, Rack 
the Soul and Conſcience of ſuch a Father or Ma- 
fer | How will they be a Thouſand times more 
atraid, before the Great Judge, tnen Haman was, 
beforethe Great Abaſuerus,when he perceived,that 
Evil was determined againſt him, as to his Bodily 
Life ; How will they With that thy mightShrivle 
and Vanith away into Nothing * That they might 
be Metamorphoſed or Changed, into the molt Ve- 
#o0mons Serpent,the molt Loathſoxze Toad ; yea into 
A Stock, A Stone,or any ſort of being,that 15 ceftt- 
eute of a Rational and Immortal Soul. Lit ber 


of « Heligiouis Houtholder. — 5x | 
cauſe theſe things are Impoſlible to be accomp+ 
Fiſhed for ever : How will they Joyn with thoſs 
Kings ofthe Earth and Great Men, Rich Men,Chief 
Captaines, and Mighty Men, &c. ( who had been 
Occaſions of the toſs of Souls under their Chargez 
by evil Examples, and negle& of Duty towards 
them) In their Fearful Clamours, and yet Fruithefs 
Cryes, when they ſhall ſay, Rew. 6.16.---To the 
Mountains,and Rocks, fall on us, & hide us, from the 
Fate of Him that Sitteth «m the Throne; & from the 


Wrath of the Lamb--- Let all Maſters of Families, 


Seriouſly Conlider theſe things ; before it ts tos 
Late;that they may be Forewarned;to Flee from 

the Wrath to come. .', 

W-S-E;--0£. - 4:30 
Let it be for LAMENTATION, to us all before 
the Lord, im two Branches. | 

I. That there are amon us, fo many Ungo 

and FJrreligious Youſholders, ho live in the 
Total Negle C& of all theſe Religious Family Duties; 
The FErrit Planters of this Country, were a Ge- 
neration of Pious Souks,who came into this Land, 
on Purpoſe ro Derve GOD,and Worſhip Him in 
the Purity of his Ordinances ; Adorning therr 
Profeftion,with all Holy Converſation, in the dit 
charge of the molt Private and Secret, as well as 
the mott Publick Duties; of Practical Godhnefs : 
Then Every Family, was as it were a Berh-el & 
Houle of God,where the Name of God was calked 
upen Daily ; and his Worſhip Celebrated Con- 
Sn {fantl 
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ſtantly,and Conſcientionſly ; But ſince That Gehers- 
tion 1s gone off the Stage;they have Finiſhed their 
Conurle,Doze their Work in their Day, according to 
the Will of God, and are Fal'n Afleep in Feſus ; 
How juſtly may the Lord Upbraid us, As He did 
his Peo ple of Old ; Jer.2.21. Nt I had Planted thee 
a Noble fine, 2 bully 2 right ſeed, how then art tbe 
turned into the Degenerate .,Plant,of - Strange 
Vine unto me. Hence then it may dadly, and yet 
[Too truly be ſaid, that there 15 Ren and Rilcing, 
Amnother Gener She wich Know nu the Lord ; nor 
tbe Works which He hath Dime. Now that. ever 
;there thould be Familics, yea any Families 1n 
New- Engiand ; a Land of Light, and Famous 
for Relig1um + Yen and ig the Crict Places there- 
of, which are without the Practice of Religious 
Dutics i in them ; this is matter of Great Grictto 
all >cijous and Vi 10us Obtervers,;, Buc Oh ! Wo 
.and Alas tor us, The Blindneſs ; *]/gnorance, 
and Athcifm,char abounds in the Remorer Plan- 
tations,for the moſt part ; by reafon ot the Total 
Neele; of Religious- Family- Worſhip; "Theſe Do 
certainly Provoke the Lord, to Pour out His Fury 
fipon thoſe Heatheniſh Familics,which call not up- 
on His Naz, Jer.10.25. Have we not then, great 
Reaſon to conelude, with the Wite man ; Ecd. 
9.18. That Oe, a Fer, rhuch more Many ſuch 
Sinners deſtroy much G wed, and procure much Ew, 
; Suffering and Calamity,to the Place and People a- 


-monglt whony they Live. IÞys Is For o Lenny ge on, 


and j it ſhall be Fi> a Lamentatiotic &: 


_ of a Kieligious Doutholder, F7 

\ 2, Let us humbly and heartily Lament and Be- 
waile, the Omiſſions, & Jnterruptions 7 or 
Family Duties, of which even the Strifteſt Profeſſors 
amongſt us, are too often» Guilty. Who cati fay he 
15 clean In this matter ? So as never to turn 
aſide, by Occaſional Omiſſttons, or Perfun&ory 
Performance of theſe Duties : Are there not ma- 
ny Children and Servaiits in Profeſſors { yea and. 
(las for us) 1a Church-Members ) Families ; of 
Twelve, Fourteen, or Sixteen, Nears of Age,who ( To 


my great Grief I have Obſerved ) can Read Lit-. 


tle, and Underſtand Leſs, of the Holy Scriptures : 
Are Strangers to Catechetical Inſtructions - And 
hence Are ; and cannot but Be; moft Shamefully, 
and Unaccountably Ignorant;of thoſe Fundatnen- 
tal Principles,of Chriſtian-Rcligion, which are In- 


nay pts Neceſlary to be known,in order th the 


Salvation of their Immortal Souls. How juſtly 


then,may we fear,that the Controverſy of the Great ' 
GOD,with the People of this Lanid,at This Time; 


in thoſe many Afﬀliictionsthat are upon, us ; Is for 
the Degeneracy of Profeſſors, and the Unbecoming 


Carriage of thoſe chat are in Viſible Covenant ; . 


For the Provoking of His Sons & Dazghters . ind 
the Prophanenels, of Our Sons, and Daughters = 


” —_— = = 


Occaſioned by too much nu of Parents, 


and too Great Neglect of Fanuly-Duty and In- 


ſtruction : In and- by which they ſhould froth. 
evoted to God, and His Service 


in their Day and ct aan "Henge Jiiltly | | 


their Infancy, be 


\ iN 
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| the Holy God, Permitted Satan, to Endeavour 
the Forcing,aud Anigiting ſome ot the Children 
of our Pcopic,i:. to Subject tr To him,andCovenant 
With him; becauſe Parents have not fo Confſcien- | 


*. 
- 


| tioafly as they ought, by Fervent Prayers,and Dt]- 
* Frent diſcharge of every Duty to them, ' given 
chemi up tHGod in a way of Subjeftion to the Lord 
* Feſns Chrif, by a Covenant never to be broken 
or forgotten ; Here allo is to be amented the 
Unconſfancy, of fome Viſible Profeitors ; in Per- 
forming that nioſt Importarit Duty of Family- 
PÞPraper, ſon? attending it but Few Times in a 
Week, &rhers - but. Orzce ia a Day £ or 1t may be 
when the Thxfer of Gods Power itartleth them, 
and Awakeneth their Confſciences : Or when 
| ſome Etawy 4ffiction is uponthera ortheirs : Sure 
theſe are but Nomina!l;,and' not Really Chrittians: 
When theretore, we that deſire to. Approve-eur 
{elves Upright with God, ar2 { Contrary to our 
Gracicus and holy Diſpot;tzon ) forced ro Interrup- 
| 7i6s of our Daily Courle, of Family-Dutics in 
| Any.d:oreel.ct it be for a Larnentatton to us,and 
KEEus with all diligence Endeavour to Sue 'out 
oyr Pardon.by Jefus Chriit; that through Him, 
| we may be ar Peace with GOD, and be found. Of 
| Him in That Day, withort Spot and Blameleſs. 
So g 'S E. Ig. Lo on 
” The Third and Laſt Uſe is of CAUTION, anamſt 
| 2 hoſe things that would hinder #8, in. the Fulfilling 
* of ur Holy Reſokitions to Serve the LORD. 
©: $M OY - <= —_— 
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r. Take heed of Worldly-Mindedneſs. Watch 
againſt an Eager and Earneſt Deſire, to get Great! 
things in the World. The Negle& of Religtous! 
Duties in our Families are ſome of thols Saves, 
and Soul-drowning and undoing Iuits; unto whiciy 
they that Will ve Witch, whactoever comes on 1t 
are Milcrably Expoſed ; r Tim.6.9. And we arg 
told, T joh.2.15.--If any man Love the IVorld the 
Lowe of the Father is nit in him. And without Lowe, 
all our Service or God 13 of no Value. Y ca a Greater 
than the Apoſtle John tell us, Mar. 6.2.4. Je cannot 
Serule God aud A12mon ; te that Tale :150s 2 fixed?! 
Worldly Principle in him,fhall Certainly tind,that? 
the moſt pirtoant Duties,of Fainily-Worln, will! 
be cicher Neg/e&ed,or Shred overitany Worldly 
Atiajres Emerterc, or ſtand in Competition with 
them. For The Love of Money ( 2.e. ) of Worldly' 
Wealth and Riches,i; 7he Root o, all Exil,and thoſe ? 
that Covert atter ir ( z. e. ) fer their Heart upon ? 
it, 10 as to Neglect their Duties co God, cither : 
Publick or Private, will find themſclves Prerces 
through with 1/azy Sorrows ; 1 I1m.6.10. Inthe 
Name and Word: then,of our Lord Jefus Chrilt, ? 
Luke 12.15.--Take heed & beware of Cougtouſneſs. | 
2. Let us Take hoed,of Suffering Our Authority to | 
be Diſputed, oo Trampled #por,by any of Our Chil) 
_ dren or. Sergants. If we do not maintain,the Vigo! 
of Family-Government to. the utmoſt ; Religious 
Durtes, are {o.much agaiaſt the Graine of Natural 
Corruption, that ws ſhall not be able to Comply* 
i 3 with 
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|. with our own Reſolutions,to Serve the Lord: be- W. 
cauſe this Chi/d and the other Servant, will Neglet#, F: 
Diſpute againſt, and art laſt Deſpiſe to be Counſelled, | 


Catechized, and Inftrufed, much more to be Re- y fs 


buked or Correed, for the greateſt miſcarriages. 11 
Maintain we then,a Civil Order and Decorum, by re 
Vigorous Excerciſe of Family-Diſcipline, to every | 

one in their Places and Relations, 'This will make E | 


way for their Ready Compliance, with Family- 
Reſioious Duties ; Whereas Remiſneſs herein, C 
will Introduce Confu/iop, Rebellion, Diſſobedience, to J 
God and Man; Yea and Every Evil Werk. F 
- 3- Let us Take heed of Reſolving Jn our cn I 
_ ©trength. If we would have our Reſolutions 1 
 Simcere, Firm,and Laſting, et us Implore the Guid- F 
atice and Direction ot the Spirit of God,in Make- l 
 #ng of them and depend upon His Influence and 
| Atliſtance,for the Keeping of them, For we may , 
be affured, that if we makenever ſo Many Reto- ] 
lutions, and thoſe never fo Firm in ' our ' own 
Strength, we ſhall find by Woful Experience,that 
they are but like the Goodieſs of Ephrainmi and Fu- | 
dahb,which is by. the Prophet in Heſ.6.4. Compa- 
red to a Morning Cloud, and an Early Dew which 
ouddenly and Infenfibly Paſſeth away. 
 ©4. And Laſtly, Take heed of giving way to 
- Pteruples 4bemr, + Objections Againſt ,any kind 
R themow of x9 This is the ready way,to. bring 


them otit of Re/pe& with Us ; and to betray us to 
” Neglect of Them. Now the Excuſes and Objeic ns, 
IM US i LG 204 we? 3h be SEG 1 # META 

| witch 


. | 


of a ficligioug. Houſholder. 5 | 


whichare Commonly made,about Prajer,and at 
, Family-Worſhip ; are reduceable tor Three ctheags* 
| - 04z. x. Some are ready to ſay, I would Pg 


form theſe Duties in my Family, but I want Exprſe 

ſim : Þ cannot Expreſs my 1elt in a Suitable man- 

zer, to Pray. with, or to Inſtrud others. » 

" | Anf. 1. Mayſt thou no juſtly Blame, thy Former 

Neglect,for thy Preſent Inability, to pertormthgſe 

Duties ? We lay Uſe Leggs and have Lepgs ; and 

God fſayes He Will give Grace to the Humble ; 

| x Pet.5.5. Yea and His Hely Spirit to thoſe that ak 

Him. Luk.11.13. (4. e. ) The Gjits and Graces of 

| His Spirit, to thoſe thatare waiteing upon Him 

| ic in a way of Duty ; be deeply humbled, for 

Paſt Negle&s ; and ler want of Utterance, be 

no longer any Hinderance, 

| 2. Get Suitavle Jmpreſſions,09d that 1il help 

unto proper Expreſſions. Be we under a Deep and 

Humble ſenſe, of the Need, that We and all Oprs 
ſtand in, of Pardening Mercy, and Purging Grace, 
Ot 7uſtification,from the Guilt of Sin by the . 
putation of Chriſts Righteouſnels To Us : Df 
Sandification from the Pollution of Sin, by the 
Implantation of that Righteouſneſs I Us : Be we 
under Senſible Impreſſizns,that there is Enough, in 
Chriſt, to ſupply all * our Soul Neceflities ; even 

All Fulneſs. Col 1.19. Andthat itis Promiſed that - 
we ſhall Receive thereot Grace for Grace, Joh.1-x6. 4 
As need Requires, Heb.4.16. Andas Need. will make | 
the Naked man to Run ; So 1enie thereof, will make 
3.5% - ES 4$Þ 5-0 bs "i a : & the: 
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g vantages to do better. Up and be dojng,manifeſt 
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"the Needy-Soul, able to Expreſs himſelf ſo: as may 
" pbtain Audience, Acceptance, and Anſwer, from that 
. God, who never accounts ' Himſelf better Served 
*nPrayer; than when the Spirir helpeth a Sincere 
"*Soul,co Addreſs Him: Cum Sufpirijs Inenarrabilibus ; 
_ with Groanings which cannot bg Uttered. Rom.8.26. 


3. Do as »vell as you Ean, and improve all Ad- 


"2a willing mind, and be ailured the Lord will 
- Accept you, according to what you have, and 
not according to what yau have not. 2 Cor.8.12. 
- 4. CErercile Faith on Feſus Chriſt, and 

"that will make the leaſt Sincere Service ol 
* fable to God. Whereas Without Faith it is Impoſ- 
© feble to pleaſe Him. Vcb.11.6. 


£ 


o 


5. Be Frequent and Feryent tz Secret Duties, | 


— 


\. and that will fit us tor Family Duties. 

'  Obj. 2. But I am a Poor man,lcannut Spare Time 
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